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POLITICAL INDOCTRINATION: PRE-CONGRESS TASKS 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 16, Aug 80 signed to press 
5 Aug 80 pp 6-11 


[Article: “An Important Time in the Life of Party Organs") 


[Text] An important stage in the life of our party, which is speoial to the 
highest degree--the pre-Cor ress election campaign--is approaching. In ac- 
cordance with the lines of the June (1980) plenum of the CPSU Central Commit- 
tee, the reports and elections of the party organs in the Armed Forces vill 
be conducted at the following times: election meetings in the primary party 
organizations--in September-November of this year; party conferences in large 
units, military-educational institutions, and scientific research and other 
installations--in November-December; in districts, groups of forces, and 
fleets--in December 1940-January 1981. 


Party election meetings and party conferences are called upon to make a com- 
prehensive analysis of the political, organizational, and ideological work 

of party organs in implementing the decisions of the 25th CPSU Congress. 

The CPSU Central Committee orients itself toward approaching carefully every- 
thing which is favorable in our work, determining unused reserves and capa- 
bilities, determining how to put them into operation, and outlining ways for 
a further improvement in all aspects of activity by the party organs. In 

the Armed Forces, such analytical work is conducted in the irterests of a 
further increase in party influence on the accomplishment of tasks for com- 
bat readiness, the struggle for high quality in combat and political train- 
ing, improving the ideological-political indoctrination of the personnel, 

and strengthening military discipline. 


The main result of organizational and political work by commanders, politi- 
cal organs, and party organizations in implementing the decisions of the 
25th Party Congress is a further grovth in the political activity of the 
personnel, their close solidarity around the CPSU and its Leninist Central 
Committee, and a profound understanding of responsibility for the defense of 
the socialist Motherland's interests. This growth in the political and pro- 
fessional activity is manifested in the course of the conduct of each party- 
wide, state measure, in the course of accomplishment of combat training mis- 
sions, in performing combat duty and service, and in daily combat training. 

















During the time which has elapsed since the Congress, a11 the services of 
the Armed Forces achieved new successes in the struggle to increase combat 
readiness of the troops. Further development was receive’ ty party-politi- 
cal work conducted in the course of exercises, flights, cruises, and the 
performance of combat duty. The concern of party organs for improving the 
control of troops, the personnel's tactical ability, and the mastery of new 
equipment and weapons has intensified. Competition in the units and on 

the ships acquired a broader scope and the movement for the title of leading 
large unit was consolidated. During the last five years many thousands of 
men have been cited by the party and the government for exemplary accomp- 
lishment of the command's assignments, successes in service and training, 
and the mastery of combat equipment. 


Considerable work experience in the accomplishment of difficult missions in 
the training and indoctrination of the personnel has been accumulated, for 
example, in the large unit where Lieutenant Colonel D. Rudenko is the chief 
of the political department. The political department teaches the activists 
in a specific manner the forms and methods for party influence on the course 
of exercises, live firings, and the driving of combat vehicles, makes a deep 
analysis of the effectiveness of party work in each combat element, and ex- 
amines it in a close tie with the results of the accomplishment of check 
exercises and exercises for record. Attention is merited by the practice 
which has evolved here in political work in connection with the training of 
leading specialists and the use of military-technical propaganda and presen- 
tations by the leaders in the competition for these purposes. The results 
of joint efforts by commanders and party organizations are also at hand. 
Suffice it to say that 90 percent of the officers and three fourths of the 
tank commanders and drivers have an increased rating. For a number of re- 
cent years, the large unit has been achieving good, stable indices in combat 
and political training. 


It is noteworthy that the political organs have begun to have a more specif- 
ic influence on the working out of skills in controlling subunits in combat 
by the officers and their effective use of equipment and armament. 


The decree of our party's Central Committee, "On socialist competition for a 
worthy greeting for the 26th CPSU Congress," was published recently. Spe- 
cific tasks were posed for participants in the competition in this document. 
It also pertains directly and immediately to the personnel] of the Armed For- 
ces. It is the primary duty of party, trade-union, and Komsomol organiza- 
tions to be at the heaa of the pre-Congress competition and direct the pro- 
fessional and political activity of the men, workers, and employees of the 
Soviet Army toward the accomplishment of the missions facing them. It is 
their duty to direct the political, organizational, and indoctrinational 
work toward the broad involvement of all servicemen and workers of arm- 

ed forces enterprises and installations in the pre-Congres: competition. The 
rostrum for reports and elections of party organs should be widely used for 
wide conversation on how to achieve the practical accommlishment of the de- 
cree of the CPSU Central Committee among the troops and in the fleets and on 








what is being done to wage the struggle for the increase in effectiveness 
and quality of the training process with every persistence in the course of 
socialiat competition, for the strengthening of discipline and uncondition- 
al accomplishment of pre-Congress obligations, and for attainment of the 
greatest practical results in implementing the decisions of the 25th CPSU 
Congress, the November (1979) and June (1980) Central Committee plenums, 
and the propositions and conclusions contained in the reports and speeches 
of the General Secretary of the CPSU Central Committee and Chairman of the 
Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet, Comrade L. I. Brezhnev. Socialist 
competition is called upon to contribute to the successful conclusion of 
the 1980 training year and a worthy greeting for the 26th CPSU Congress. 


At meetings of the party activists and meetings of the primary party organi- 
zations devoted to the results of the June (1980) plenum of the CPSU Central 
Committee and tasks in connection with preparations for the 26th Party Con- 
gress, high requirements were imposed on the quality and effectiveness of 
party work and on the activity of those communists who are not working with 
the complete exertion of their strength. It was recognized as necessary to 
intensify the checkingof execution of decisions which were adopted at meet- 
ings of activists and communists and, in the course of reports and elections, 
to analyze how to accomplish everything whose conduct was planned. Ques- 
tions on the further strengthening of party and state discipline and rais- 
ing the personal example of the communists in the observance of Soviet laws 
are posed invariably in an acute and principled manner in the decisions of 
the 25th Party Congress and subsequent plenums of the CPSU Central Commit- 
tee and in the statements of the General Secretary of the CPSU Central Com- 
mittee and Chairman of the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet, Comrade L. 
I. Brezhnev. Being guided by these goals, the party organizations of the 
Armed Forces increased demandingness toward CPSU members and candidate mem- 
bers and intensified attention to their observance of the CPSU Regulation 
and the execution of orders and instructions of commanders and chiefs. 
Questions of party and military discipline and the checking of the execution 
of decisions began to be analyzed more often in the majority of political 
organs and party organizations. And this is bringing certain results. On 
the whole, discipline among the communists has been improved, exerting «4 
beneficial influence on the maintenance of firm military order in the sub- 
units, units, and on the ships. 


It also appears very important to examine everywhere how effective the in- 
fluence of each party committee, party bureau, and party organization is on 
the personal example of the communists and to help those party organizations 
of subunits where the influence of the communists on discipline is presently 
insufficient. And we still have such party collectives. Take as an example 
the party organization of a battalion of the Transbaykal Military District 
where the secretary is Captain A. Nafikov. Here questions of discipline are 
examined, posed for the collective, and discussed at sessions of the party 
bureau, but little of a practical nature is done to strengthen it. As a 
consequence, there are serious omissions in the work to instill strict mili- 
tary order in everything. 














Evidently, it is worth returning to those comrades whose behavior in con- 
nection with the omissions which they committed was discussed in party col- 
lectives and to those communists who have been punished and to see how these 
people are turning over a new leaf. And most important, to discuss how to 
increase the influence of the party collective on the service, training, and 
discipline of all communists without exception and on the complete overcom- 
ing of inatances of incorrect behavior on the part of individual service- 
men, their violation of standards of communist morals, and the abuse of 
their official position. The conversation should also concern how to make 
better use of individual work, interviews, criticism, and self-criticism in 
daily practice without respect of persons, remembering that there is a sin- 
gle discipline in our party and that it is mandatory for its ordinary mem- 
bers as well as for the leaders. 


In examining questions of party and military discipline, it is important to 
determine whether the influence of the communists on the behavior of the non- 
party personnel is great. It is necessary to consider shortcomings which 
occurred in the past when, in some places, an analysis of this work was re- 
duced to a comparison of numerical data on delinquencies by subunits but a 
system of influence of party organizations on the military, moral, and legal 
indoctrination of people and the conduct of individual work with them was 

not disclosed. 


During the years which elapsed since the 25th CPSU Congress, the ideological 
life of the Armed Forces party organizations has been significantly enriched. 
The practice of conducting theoretical and scientific-practical confr-ences, 
interviews, and consultations on the most important questions of Marxist- 
Leninist theory and the party's practical activity has been confirmed. Ex- 
perience in the conduct of common political education days and in the ac- 
tive informing of communists and all personnel concerning party decisions 
and our state's domestic and foreign policy received development. More at- 
tention tc the activity of propagandists and the use of a broad arsenal of 
means for ideological influence on the personnel under field conditions, on 
training fields and airfields, and on sea cruises began to be displayed on 
the part of political organs, party committees, party bureaus, and secre- 
taries of party organizations. All this is contributing to the formation of 
an active life's position, high political vigilance, and irreconcilability 
toward manifestations of an ideology hostile to us in communists and other 
servicemen. 


The decree of the CPSU Central Committee, "On further improvement of ideolo- 
gical and political-indoctrinational work," gave a new thrust to the ideolo- 
gical life of the party organizations. The forms and aethods for working 
among the masses which were recommended by the party's Central Committee 
have been adopted in party organizations everywhere. Attention to increas- 
ing the scientific nature and aggressive nature of political-indoctrinational 
work and its ties with army life has been intensified. Monitoring the train- 
ing of communists in the system o? Mar .ist-Leninist training and political 
lessons, universities of Marxism-Leninism, and in party night schools has 








been improved. Results of seminars and lessons which have been conducted 
have begun to be summed up more often in party committees and bureaus. At- 
tention to the ideological tempering of young communists and to embracing 
them with organized forms of party education has been intensified. 


However, such work does not bear @ purposeful nature and is not conducted 
systematically everywhere. Enthusiasm for large-scale measures which do 

not involve many personnel categories has not yet been overcome and insuf- 
ficient attention is being devoted to indoctrinational, especially individu- 
al work directly in the subunits. There are also many omissions. It seems 
that both favorable processes as vell as unfavorable phenomena in ideologi- 
cal life must be analyzed comprehensively in each unit and on the ship from 
positions of the party's increased requirements for ideological work, the in- 
creased demands of the personnel for its quality, ties with life and the 
combat training tasks, and the strengthening of military discipline. 


In *' @ course of the preparation and conduct of the election campaign it is 
necessary to analyze whether all party organizations are becoming centers of 
daily ideological-indoctrinationel activity and how the lines of the CPSU 
Central Committee concerning an increase in the indoctrinational role of the 
Armed Forces are being implemented. It is important to make an objective 
examination of how the composition, attitudes, and demands of the servicemen 
are considered in ideological-indoctrinational work in the subunits, units, 
and on the ships and how the responsibility of communists--commanders and 
political officers-- for the indoctrinational results of their activity and 
the solidarity of the military collectives is raised. A thorough analysis 
and thoughtful responses to these and other questions will help to raise the 
matter of indoctrination to a qualitatively new level. 


The Leninist norms of party life and principles of party leadership are ob- 
served firmly and consistently in the party organizations of the Armed For- 
ces just as in our entire party. More attention began to be devoted to 
strengthening party organizations in the subunits, increasing their activity 
and combat vitality, and ensuring the vanguard role of the communists in ob- 
serving the CPSU Regulation, training, service, and discipline. In the 
course of reports and elections it is expedient to make a comprehensive anal- 
ysis of the experience of intraparty work and the participation of the con- 
munists in it, to examine attentively how effective were the various forms 
and methods of party work and the practice of conducting meetings and ses- 
sions, how their decisions were implemented and the check of their execution 
was accomplished, ani to inform the communists of the accomplishment of their 
instructions. 


Life teaches that the strongest means for the communists’ beneficial influ- 
ence on the personnel is their example in combat and political *raining, the 
accomplishment of service duties, and discipline. And, as is known, toa 
decisive degree it depends on how the party organizations educate their mem- 
bers and develop in then ideological conviction, irreconcilability toward 
shortcomings, lofty moral qualities, and responsibility for the accomplish- 
ment of party and service duty and for the state of affairs in their 





collective and in the party as a whole. It is namely this which conm- 

prises the basic content and main goal of intraparty work. I[t is important 
that each party organization live an active ideological life, accomplish 
its duties which are envisioned by the Party Regulation and the Instruction 
to CPSU Organizations in the Armed Forces in a combat and purposeful manner, 
and display devotion to principle in any matter so that the Lenin norms of 
party life are constantly and strictly observed in it. The highest demand- 
ingness and mutual exactingness of the communists are needed everywhere, An 
objective conversation about all this should take place at meetings and con- 
ferences. 


The most important question of party construction is the question of member- 
Ship in the CPSU. Party organizations have intensified attention to it. 
After the eth Party Conference, many active fighting men poured into the 
ranks of the Armed Forces party collectives. This exerted a certain influ- 
ence on the qualitative strengthening of the party organizations. For the 
Armed Forces as a whole, the requirements of the CPSU Regulation, lines of 
the 25th Party Congress, and the decree of the CPS! Central Committee, "On 
the work of the party organizations of Kirgizia in accepting into the party 
and indoctrinating CPSU candidate members,” began to be observed more strict- 
ly in work on selection for the CPSU. In the course of preparation and the 
eonduct of reports and elections, shortcomings which are present in selec- 
tion for the CPSU should be analyzed more completely and attempts to evalu- 
ate activity in this sphere from the number of people accepted into the CPSU 
should be condemned. Questions of improving individual work with young com- 
munists and increasing their responsibility for belonging to the party 
should be at the center of attention of each party organization. 


Now, the inc eased demands for party work directly in the subunits are pos- 
ing tasks for increasing the activity of company and battalion party organi- 
zations and of those equal to them with even greater urgency. They are the 
closest to the personnel and have a direct influence on matters of the mili- 
tary collectives. Therefore, questions of the leadership of these organi- 
zations and rendering them assistance in analytical work and in preparation 
for election meetings should be at the center of attention of party com- 
mittees and party bureaus of units and ships as well as of political organs. 
It is expedient to make more complete use of the election campaign for the 
further development of the activity of the lower party elements. 


In the course of reports and elections, at times work with personnel is poor- 
ly analyzed. As is known, the 25th CPSU Congress devoted great attention to 
questions of personnel policy and the attainment of influence of the 

party organizations on it. Therefore, in the course of reports and elec- 
tions questions of the selection and indoctrination of cadres and the work 
style of party election organs should receive the appropriate consideration. 


The success of reports and elections depends to a great extent on their di- 
rection on the part of the political organs and how they help each organiza- 
tion to analyze what has been done and attained, make a thorough evaluation 
of shortcomings, disclose reserves, and concentrate attention on the most 








important practical tasks. It is important to attract a broad range of 
activists and specialists in various spheres of knowledge to a comprehensive 
analysis of the work of secretaries, party committees, and party bureaus. 
The broad examination of methods for a political approach to the accomplish- 
ment of practical tasks and the very mechanism for party influence on the 
life and combat training of subunits, units, and ships in the course of 
reports and elections should become the final result of this. In reports, 
it is important to generalize the experience accumulated in party work, de- 
termine the true reasons for shortcomings, and plan the prospects in further 
work, considering in full measure the decisions of the party and the speci- 
fic tasks of each military collective. It will be correct to subject to 
criticism those who are guilty of specific omissions and failures. Of 
course, in all cases criticism should be businesslike and comradely. 


With consideration of the experience and shortcomings present in the prepa- 
ration and conduct of past reports and elections, political organs are called 
upon to brief party committees, party bureaus, and secretaries of party or- 
ganizations ahead of time, to render them the necessary assistance, ensure 
the timely consideration of reports of party committees, party bureaus, and 
party commissions at sessions of these collective organs, and adopt measures 
to see that the times for the conduct of meetings are correctly determined 
and that the participation of the maximum number of communists in their work 
is achieved. This is all the more important because in a number of places 
election meetings will be conducted even prior to the conclusion of the 
training year. So it is necessary to consider more completely the combat 
training measures being conducted. 


The experience of past reports and elections has shown that success in their 
direction is determined to a great extent by the effectiveness of generali- 
zation of the experience in their conduct and by the immediate elimination 
of shortcomings which have been committed. The practice where the results 

of the first meetings and the conclusions from them are brought to the atten- 
tion of all party organizations has justified itself. It is also good if 
the political organs not only earmark their representatives for meetings and 
conferences, but also brief them in the appropriate manner. 


Certain changes in the composition of party election organs will take place 
in the course of reports and elections just as in past years. It is impor- 
tant to be concerned that the most competent communists and good organizers 
who are capable of raising party work to a higher level are recommended to 

be members of these organs. 


At party meetings and conferences, the communists will introduce many sugges- 
tions and express critical remarks. It is an important task of political 
organs at all echelons to consider and examine them effectively, ensure 

the adoption of necessary decisions which prevent the repetition of errors 
and shortcomings, and to brief the newly elected activists in good time-- 
the party group organizers, secretaries, and members of party committees, 
party bureaus, and party commissions. 








Party conferences are called upon to assist in every possible way in the 
further raising of the operational level, organization, operativeness, con- 
creteness, and purposefulness of party-political work, a scientific approach 
toward its formulation, and in improving effectiveness. In the course of 
them it is necessary to conduct a comprehensive discussion of the status of 
ideological work in the units, on ships, and in large units, its effective- 
ness, and questions of bringing up personnel ina spirit of [deological convic- 
tion and devotion to principle, make a thorough examination of all aspects 
of intraparty life, and analyze the status of leadership of party and 
Komsomol organizations, the work style of political organs, and the indoc- 
trination of the activists, especially the secretaries of party organiza- 
tions. It is also necessary to inform the communists of how their critical 
remarks aid recommendations which have been expressed in the course of re- 
ports ani elections are being realized. The summary reports of party commis- 
sions with the political organs will be discussed at the conferences. These 
reports should bear an analytical nature and make a thorough examination of 
questions of party practice. 


The reports and elections of party organs always were an important event in 
the life of the political organs and party organizations of the Armed For- 
ces. Their successful conduct on the eve of the 26th CPSU Congress will be 
an effectire factor for the further strengthening of party influence on the 
accomplishment of tasks in combat and political training, strengthening 
military discipline, and maintaining the high combat readiness of subunits, 
units, and ships. There is no doubt that the reports and elect.v.s will 
demonstrate the solidarity of the Armed Forces party organizations around 
the Leninist Central Committee of the CPSU, their readiness to accomplish 
any assignment of the Communist Party and the Soviet government, and the 
striving to strengthen the combat readiness of the Armed Forces even more 
persistently. 


COPYRIGHT: "Kommunist Vooruzhennykh Sil", 1980 
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MARXIST-LENINIST TRAINING: REVOLUTIONARY METHODOLOGY 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 16, Aug 80 signed to press 
5 Aug 80 pp 19-27 


[Article by Maj Gen A. Milovidov, doctor of philosophical sciences, profes- 
sor, honored scientific figure of the RSFSR: "Marxism-Leninism--A Method- 
ology for Revolutionary Thinking and Action"] 


[Text] The article is recommended for use in groups for Marxist- 
Leninist training when studying the subject, "Marxism- 
Leninism--a methodology for revolutionary thinking and 
action. The unity of theory and practice in the activity 
of the CPSU." : 


Active preparation for the 26th CPSU Congress has been initiated in our 
country. It is demonstrating the solidarity of party ranks and the in- 
flexible unity of the party and the people in the struggle for the triumph 
of communism. 


Back in the days of October, the people entrusted to the party of Lenin the 
fate of the fatherland and the mandate of the first workers' state in the 
world. And the party justified this confidence with honor, displaying the 
strength of scientific foresight and realism in policy and the ability to 
direct the energy of the masses toward the accomplishment of the tasks in 
building and defending the new society. 


Whatever the problems which the party put forth--economic, socio-political, 
international, military--the theory and method of Marxism-Leninism and a 
consistently scientific ideology step forth as the core of their solution. 
The CPSU is building all its revolutionary-trensformational activity on the 
firm foundation of Marxist-Leninist theory which serves as the reliable 
basis for working out the correct strategy and tactics at each next stage 
of the struggle and communist creation. 


A Tested Method of Knowledge and Struggle 


Leninism is the most advanced and influential force of modern times. Ex- 
pressing the interests of the working class and of all workers and the 








requirements of worldwide social progress profoundly and accurately, Lenin- 
item helps to work out the correct ansvers to the most burning and vital 
questions, teaches the bol. and creative solution of urgent problems, and 
arme us with a scientific understanding of the prospects for social develop- 
ment. The permanent significance of V. I. Lenin's teaching is that it ia a 
methodology of revolutionary thinking and revolutionary action. 


In the broad meaning of the word, our methodology is the entire treasure of 
Marxism-Leninism in the unity of all its component parte and the aggregate 
of all its categories, laws, and principles in their practical aspect. It 
includes the teaching on methods of theoretical knowledge, on procedures for 
practical action, and on ways to attain a goal. General sociological prin- 
ciples (party spirit, unity of socio-political and scientific-technical 
analysis, and others) step forth as the political point of the methodology 
and the core of its class consistency. 


The theoretical foundation and basis of the methodology is Marxist-Leninist 
philosophy--dialectic and historical materialism. It is namely the philo- 
sophy which gives us the undiluted teaching on methods of scientific study 
and practical activity and arms us with universal principles for the analysis 
of facts, phenomena, and processes (principles of objectivity, comprehensive 
ness, concreteness, the unity of theory and practice, logical and historical, 
and others). Of course, methodology is not reduced to a simple eum of formal 
cognitive operations, procedures, or schemes which are isolated from a world 
outlook. The dialectical method is also interesting in that it rests upon a 
truly scientific, revolutionary vorld outlook and has a clearly expressed 
class orientation. 


According to V. I. Lenin's definition, dialectical materialism is the living 
soul of Marxism. It was created and is developing as a science of the uni- 
versal lavs of nature, society, and thought, as a general theory of develop- 
ment in its most complete, profound, and comprehensive form. In this sense, 
Gialectics seems to absorb the basic requirements of social progress, deter- 
mining the methods for an approach to reality and to the solution of urgent 
problems. In Marxism-Leninism theory and method are a single whole because 
@ scientific understanding of the necessity for one or another action is in- 
separadly associated with the selection of the method for this action and 
with the content of social activity. It crn be said that methodology is 
world outlook in action. 


The main and determining feature of Marxist-Leninist methodology is its revo- 
lutionary character. In explaining the process of development, the struggle 
of the new with the old, and the inevitability of the victory of the nev, 
dialectical materialism serves the advanced social forces in their struggle 
against obsolescent social orders and reactionary class forces. In the 

hands of the working class and its party, it is a powerful tool for the 
knowledge and revolutionary transformation of the world. 


Marxism-Leninism joins complete scientific sobriety in an analysis of the 
objective state of affairs with the most decisive recognition of the 
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revolutionary energy and revolutionary initiative of the masses. V. I. Lenin 
approached the analysis of even the most general, abstract categories from 
the viewpoint of the logical unity of revolutionary thought and revolution- 
ary action, from positions of the development of the proletariat's class 
struggle and the negation of reformisn. 


The revolutionary force of Marxist-Leninist methodology was the most fright- 
ful shell ever fired into the head of the bourgeoisie. For communists, the 
entire meaning of their activity consists of stepping forth ina practical man- 
ner against the state of affairs existing in an exploiter society and chang- 
ing it (see K. Marx and F. Engels, "Sochineniye” [Works], Vol 3, p 42). 
Marxist-Leninist methodology connects revolutionary theory with the policy 
of the working class, finding in it the material tool for rebuilding the 
world on the basis of humanism and social justice. 


The political strategy and tactics of communist parties are based on a scien- 
tific estimate of the content of the contemporary era, the events which are 
taking place in the world, the determination of the social forces capable of 
accomplishing revolutionary transformations, and on the ability to unite 
these forces and ensure their leadership. 


An integral aspect of the principle of a revolutionary character is interna- 
tionalism. The methodology orients communists toward an international ap- 
proach to an estimate of the disposition of class forces and arms them with 
general rules for the strategy and tactics of the class struggle and knov- 
ledge of the laws of a revolutionary transition from capitalism to socialian. 
To reject proletarian internationalism, the 25th CPSU Congress stressed, 
would mean depriving the communist parties and the worker movement in general 
of a powerful and tested weapon (see "Materialy XXV s"yezda KPSS [Materials 
of the 25th CPSU Congress), p 31). 


Revolutionary methodology presumes the dynamism of political thought because 
it incessantly intrudes into the historic process itself. In disclosing the 
complex dynamics of actual events, the CPSU acutely feels the beating of the 
pulse of political life, responds to the requirements of social development 
effectively to the highest degree, and formulates the goals, tasks, and slo- 
gans which become the property of the broad masses and guide to action clear- 
ly, in the Leninist manner. The burning questions which are placed on the 
agenda by the economic, socio-political, and spiritual development of soci- 
ety are taken as points of departure in all party documents. 


The methodology of a Marxist-Leninist approach to the analysis of wars in 
the defense of the socialist fatherland is deeply revolutionary. Back on 
the eve of the 1930's, our party came to the conclusion that the var which 
vas prepared by international reaction against the first socialist country 
would be a reproduction of the class struggle between the imperialist bour- 
geoisie and the victorious proletariat on an expanded basis (see "KPSS v 
rezolyutsiyakh” [The CPSU in Resolutions], Vol 3, p 465). History confirmed 
this conclusion. In its political content, the Great Patriotic War of the 
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Soviet people against the fascist aggressors was 4 just, revolutionary war to 
the highest degree. It was not simply two armies which clashed in it, but 
two opposite social systems, two irreconcilable world outlooks. Such a war 
could not have and did not have compromise, half-way solutions. And the 
total victory which we gained over the shock detachment of world imperialism 
was not only a victory of Soviet arms, but also a victory of revolutionary 
ideology. 


Marxist-Leninist teaching on war and the army is the immediate methodologi- 
cal basis of Soviet military science. Its initial propositions which deter- 
mine the essence of war and the army, the regular laws for their origin and 
development, the connection between war and politics, the social nature and 
types of wars, the relationship of the objective and subjective in war, and 
the historic necessity to defend the socialist fatherland disclose the de- 
pendence of the course and outcome of wars and the development of military 
affairs on economic and other social conditions and arm military personnel 
with the knowledge of ways and methods to strengthen the defensive capability 
of a socialist country and increase the combat might of its army. At the 
same time, these provisions of dialectical materialism protect military 
science against one-sidedness and dogmatism and direct it toward the cre- 
ative solution of urgent problems of military organizational development, 
the development of military art, and the strengthening of ties with military 
practice. . 


At one time, the party decisively repudiated the anti-Lenin lines of Trot- 
skiy and his supporters who arrogantly defined military affairs as the 
"handicraft of war" which is free of world-outlook, political content for 
the mastery of which it allegedly is sufficient to be a narrow specialist. 
Exposing the antiscientific nature of these assertions, the party helped the 
Soviet military scientists to acquii* clear points of reference for further 
military-theoretical studies. 


The revolutionary character of our methodology is disclosed in the uncompro- 
mising struggle against hostile ideological subversion. Exposure of the 
demagogy of class enemies is an important and urgent task. The circumstan- 
ces themselves compelled us to knock the lie out of the labyrinths of ter- 
minological contrivances of bourgeois propaganda, to unmask imaginary 
"friends," and expose the treacherous intentions of the imperialists and 
their accomplices. V. I. Lenin called for the merciless exposure of politi- 
cal deceit. And whatever the chasm of ignorance, stupidity, and philistin- 
igm may be concealed behind forced sophisms of bourgeois and revisionist 
ideologists, the critical analysis of these sophisms which cover apologetic 
fabrications has tremendous political significance. 


A truly scientific methodology is incompatible with scholasticism, stereo- 
type, and set slogans. Equally foreign to it is the revolutionary phrase, 
bombastic terminology, and flowery formulas--the evil which V. I. Lenin sub- 
jected to destructive criticism and which often covers vapidity or even the 
reactionary nature of an idea. Thus, today's Chinese leaders, forming an 
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alliance with the most reactionary forces on an anti-Soviet basis, usual- 
ly cover their treachery to the principies of Marxism-Leninism and prole- 
tarian internationalism with ultrarevolutionary phraseology and mask their 
true intentions by various types of wordy strategems. Digression from 
Marxiem-Leninism inevitably leads to unscrupulousness, to the oblivion of 
scientific methodology, and to political pragmatiem devoid of objective 
logic. 


Only the accuracy and clarity of general and methodological premises provide 
the opportunity to define and conduct the correct political line. Only a 
system of scientific knowledge which is based on philosophical, economic, 
and socio-political principles of Marxism-Leninism can be consistently revo- 
lutionary. Not a single initial premise, not one essential part which de- 
viates from the truth can be extracted from this teaching which seems to 

be cast from one piece of steel. The attitide toward Marxism-Leninism 
serves as the touchstone ofa truly revolutionary character and devotion to the 
ideals of communism. 


The Uni’y of Theory and Practice 


Theoretical knowledge and practical activity are two sides of a single whole. 
The strength of Marxist-Leninist theory also consists of the fact that it 

is based on practice which is linked with life and, with all its essence, is 
directed toward the revolutionary transformation of the world. This ensures 
the realism and effectiveness of the program, strategy, tactics, and ali 
trends in the party's political course. The line to the effect that theory 
and practice are dialectically interconnected and that science is oriented 
on knowledge and the solution of problems put forth by leading practice is 
clearly expressed in the materials of the 25th CPSU Congress and the decrees 
of ite Central Committee. 


Practice is the genuine criterion of the truth of any theory. V. I. Lenin 
called the "field of combat activity” the best place for checking our theo- 
retical views. Brilliant confirmation of the historic rightness of Marxisn- 
Leninism vas the victory of the Great October Socialist Revolution, the 
triumph of socialism in the USSR, consolidation of the commonvealth of so- 
cialist countries, the failure of imperialism's colonial system and the stia- 
ulation of the peoples of former colonies and dependent countries to an ac- 
tive social life, and the change in the correlation of forces in the inter- 
national arena in favor of peace, democracy, and socialism. 


The Soviet people had the occasion to be the first to convert scientific 
socialism from the sphere of theory to the sphere of living practice. Blaz- 
ing the routesfrom capitalism to socialism which vere hitherto unknown to 
anyone and vinning the boundless confidence of the working class and of ali 
vorkers, the Communist Party was able to lead the biggest country in the 
world to the front line of social progress. In summing up the results of 
six decades of the selfless labor and struggle of the Soviet people, Comrade 
L. I. Brezhnev spoke with a feeling of legitimate pride about our great 
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victories and about the historic creativity of the masses, as a result of 
which a developed socialist society has been created, es and is being 


improved (see "Leninskim kursom" [Following the Lenin Course|, Vol 6, 


In order to have a clearer impression of the entire ponderability of the 
party's contribution to a realization of the principle of unity of theory 
and practice, it is important to stress a number of points which character- 
ize the complexity, continuity, and dialectical flexibility of the inver- 
dependence of methodology, specific knowledge, and practice. 


First, theoretical generalizations cannot be based on the use of a simple 
sum of empirical materials. In order to lift the understanding of social 
life to a higher, scientific level and disclose the trends and regular laws 
of its development, it is important not to take individual phenomena, but 
rather the entire totality of facts which pertain to the question under con- 
sideration in their typical important connection. "...In social science,” 
wrote V. I. Lenin, "...the matter concerns /mase/ [in boldface) phenomena 
and not individual cases" ("Polnoye sobraniye sochineniy" [Complete Works] , 
Vol 26, p 250). Pacts and details can be selected ae you wish to illustrate any po- 
sition, but as a result you won't see the forest for the trees. Ompiriciam 

is only externally connected with life, but in fact it is one of the examples 
of the separation of theory from practice. 


In the process of theoretical generalization of social practice, one cannot 
get by without philosophical categories. Their function is usually compared 
with a filter which permits "purifying" empirical material and separating 
the necessary from the chance, essential from the unessential, and the gener- 
al from the individual. True theory which encompasses essential ties and 
relations rather than details and which works out motives and ways for the 
attainment of specific revolutionary goals on the basis of regular laws which 
have been disclosed is born only in this vay. 


The bosses of imperialist reaction and their scientific servants find them- 
selves in the blind alley of an antiscientific character with the entire 
scope of propaganda campaigns and ideological sabotage being organized. The 
nature of the present United States administration's policy is typical in 
this sense. Even according to the acknovledgement of the bourgeois press, it 
is formed onvoluntaristic bases, pragmatic searches, subjectivist arbitrari- 
ness, emotional unbalanced character, and unjustified changes. 


Second, revolutionary practice, being the goal of scientific knowledge, in 
turn stimulates the development of revolutionary theory. In other words, 
theory which follows from the requirements of social progress not only 
generalizes practice but is also deepened itself so as then to give greater 
scales and depth to developing revolutionary practice. Such is the general 
trend of the historically ascending process of knowledge and transformation 
of the vorld. 
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Marxist-Leninist acience ateps forth as the generalization of philosophic 
and specific scientific knowledge and considers the entire aggregate of 
their direct and indirect ties. General truths and methodological prin- 
ciples by which the party is guided in the analysis of a specific situation 
are organically "interwoven" into the living fabric of its political activ- 
ity. 


Under conditions of developed socialism, the extremely essential point where 
new theoretical conclusions of Marxist-Leninist science, being embodied in 
the policy of the CPSU, become the property of the masses and a direct 
guide to action was disclosed with special completeness in the correlation 
of theory and practice. Coming from the depth of society, the creative ac- 
tivity, initiative, and labor enthusiasm of millions impart the mighty force 
of acceleration to the development of society. "Here," said Comrade L. I. 
Brezhnev, "is the great advantage of socialism. Here is one of its main 
‘secrets' which permitted us to attain what would appear to be impossible 
for the duration of our history and to startle the entire world with the new 
society's rates of development, it vital force and dynamism" ("Leninskim 
kursom,” Vol 6, pp 323-324). The collective experience of the working mass- 
es and their conscientious activity are constantly feeding Marxist-Leninist 
theoretical thought. 


Third, the connection of theory with practice is not realized automatically, 
spontaneously. The party provides this connection. Based on Marxist- 
Leninist science, its works out its policy, strategy, and tactics, points 

out the direction of the masses’ active activity, discloses the special 

links in the chain of events, and determines the order and methods for the 
accomplishment of tasks. The CPSU consistently implements the Lenin require- 
ment for unity of political, organizational, and ideological work in all 
elements and at all levels. 


The decree of the CPSU Central Committee, "On further improvement of ideolo- 
gical and political-indoctrinational work,” is a long-term program for rear- 
ing the Soviet people in a spirit of high ideological content and devotion 
to the motherland. It orients party, soviet, administrative, scientific, 
and military personnel on the strengthening of the ties of theory with prac- 
tice, with life, and with the accomplishment of specific tasks of communist 
construction in every possible way. 


Historical experience has shown that it is impossible to wage the struggle 
for socialism and defend the revolutionary achievements of the workers with- 
out @ party which is armed with advanced theory, has been tempered in class 
battles, and enjoys the confidence of masses of many millions. The source 
of the strength of Soviet society and the guarantee of successful communist 
construction and the maintenance of the country's invincible defensive might 
is in the party's leadership. The Communist Party's leadership of the Armed 
Forces and the strengthening of the role and influence of party organizations 
in the Armed Forcesare the very basis of military organizational development. 
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The elaboration of a scientifically substantiated policy in the military 
aphere is the main thing in the party's leadership of the Armed Forces. 
Problems in the organizational connection of the achievements of the scien- 
tific-technical revolution with the advantages of socialism, to include the 
interests of strengthening the country's defense and development of military 
collaboration of socialism's fraternal countries, receive creative solution 
in the theoretical activity of the CPSU. The Minister of Defense of the 
USSR, Marshal D. F. Ustinov, called it great fortune that the Armed Forces 
are led by such a well-tried strategist, organizer, and teacher as the glo- 
rious Communist Party and its Leninist Central Committee. 


The Creative Genius of the Leninist Party 


The Communist Party of the Soviet Union is a party of creative Marxism- 
Leninism. Sacredly preserving the knowledge of society and the laws of its 
development which V. I. Lenin left us, the party boldly includes the capital 
of Leninist ideas in political practice, augmenting the theoretical wealth 
which was inherited. An outstanding contribution to revolutionary theory 
are the decisions of the 234, 24th, and 25th CPSU Congresses, the party's 
program documents, and the works of Comrade L. I. Brezhnev and other party 
and state leaders. 


In recent years, the treasure of Marxism-Leninism has been supplemented by 
the teaching about developed socialism which substantially enriched and re- 
fined our impressions of the regular laws in the establishment of a new 
socio-economic formation and of the ways to build communism. The party 
worked out the economic strategy which meets the requirements of developed 
socialism whose highest goal is raising the people's material and cultural 
standard of living. It put forth the proposition of the necessity to join 
the achievements of the scientific-technical revolution with the advantages 
of the socialist economic system and disclosed ways for the creation of com- 
munism's material-technical base, the transfer to intensive methods of eco- 
nomic management, and increasing the effectiveness of production and the 
quality of work. 


Determined in close connection with economic strategy are the goals and tasks 
of contemporary social policy which is directed toward the further streng- 
thening of Soviet society's homogeneity with the leading role of the working 
class, the gradual erasure of substantial differences between city and vil- 
lage and between mental and physical labor, toward the steady rapprochement 
of all the country's nations and nationalities, and toward strengthening 
their fraternal friendship and unity. The proposition of the Soviet people 
as an historically new social and international community of people has tre- 
mendous theoretical and political significance. 


One of the striking examples of the creative employment of Marxist-Leninist 
methodology is the development of the teaching on the socialist state. The 
classics of Marxism-Leninism proved scientifically that the road to communism 
lies through the socialist revolution, through the scrap of the bourgeois 
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state machine, and establishment of the dictatorship of the proletariat. 
They drew attention to the democratic essence of the state of the dictator- 
ship of the prolucariat as the power of the workers under the leadership of 
the working class and expressed the profound thought of phases in the de- 
velopment of the state to the transitional period and the inevitability of 
its withering away with the complete victory of communism. However, neither 
the theoretical struggle during the lives of Marx and Engels nor even the 
practice of the first years of Soviet power provided the answer to the ques- 
tin of just which specific forms the state will assume with the building of 
a socialist society. 


Only the complete and final victory of socialism in the USSR permitted our 
party to declare convincingly that, from the viewpoint of internal conditions 
for the development of society, the dictatorship of the proletariat ceased to 
be necessary. The party put forth and substantiated the innovational pro- 
proposition of the development of a state of the dictatorship of the prole- 
tariat into a national socialist state. And our motherland--the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics--is such a state which expresses the will and in- 
terests of the workers, peasants and intellectuals, and the workers of all 
of the country's nations and nationalities. In the process of creating de- 
veloped socialism, in a national state the party of the working class at the 
same time becomes the vanguard and the party of the entire people. The re- 
sults of the CPSU's theoretical and practical activity which is directed to- 
ward the development and deepening of socialist democracy and the improve- 
ment of the Soviet state organization and the entire political system of de- 
veloped socialism found its legislative consolidation in the new constitu- 
tion of the USSR. 


The innovational essence of our party and its creative genius are manifested 
in all spheres of public life to include the sphere of international activi- 
ty. The Leninist principles of proletarian, socialist internationalism and 
peaceful coexistence of states with different social systems are being re- 
alized consistently in the foreign policy of the Soviet Union. The CPSU and 
the Soviet state did and are doing everything possible to strengthen the so- 
cialist commonwealth, to render assistance and support to the revolutionary- 
liberation struggle of the peoples, and to strengthen peace and internation- 
al security. 


The creative application of the principles of Marxist-Leninist methodology 
to the analysis of world economic, political, and military forces and their 
correlation which has changed in favor of socialism permitted the CPSU to 
draw the conclusion concerning the absence, under contemporary conditions, 
of the fatal inevitability of a new world war and to put forth the construc- 
tive Program of Peace. The realization of this program, which encountered 
the support of all progressive, peace-loving forces, contributed to the im- 
provement of the planet's political climate and transformed the relaxation 
of tension into the dominant trend of world policy. 


Despite the complexity and contradictory nature of the present international 
situation, where the adventuristic action of the United States and its 
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accomplices caused the intensification of the military danger, the “PSU 
Central Committee and the Soviet state are manifesting truly Leninist tenac- 
ity, firmness, and devotion to principle as they defend and implement a 
course for the preservation of peace and ensuring the security of the Soviet 
people and international security as a whole without yielding to provocation 
and, at the same time, rebuffing imperialist pretensions. 


No newly-made "doctrines" and no maneuvers and intrigues of the imperialist 
politicians and their Peljing accomplices are capable of "burying" detente. 
Ae stressed by the June (1980) plenum of the CPSU Central Committee, detente 
in the natural result of the correlation of forces in the world arena which 
has developed in recent decades. The military-strategic balance between the 
world of socialism and the world of capitalism which has been attained is an 
achievement of fundamental, historic significance. It serves as a factor 
which restrains the aggressive aspirations of imperialism and which meets 
the basic interests of all peoples. Calculations to shake this balance are 
doomed to failure. 


The will for peace and the readiness to rebuff the aggressor are fused to- 
gether in the party's policy. This policy is linked inseparably with the 
development of a peaceful revolutionary process and with raising the role 
and authority of real socialism, the international communist and workers 
movement, and the forces of national liberation in the struggle for the 
cause of peace and progress and against imperialism and its aggressive, 
antipopular plans. 


The party's creative genius is also embodied in its military policy. In de- 
fining the basic directions for military organizational development, the 
CPSU attaches special significance to improving all elements from which the 
defensive might of the Soviet state and the power of the Armed Forces are 
formed. Under contemporary conditions, the socialist army can realize its 
function of defending the socialist achievements, peaceful labor of the 
people, and sovereignty and territorial integrity of the state in the form 
of armed conflict if the imperialists unleash it as well as in the form of 
maintaining the highest combat readiness in peacetime. The country's con- 
stitution states: "It is the duty of the Soviet Armed Forces to the people 
to defend the socialist fatherland reliably and to be in constant comBat 
readiness which guarantees the immediate repulse of any aggressor." 


The creative spirit of Marxism-Leninism and the revolutionary changes in 
military affairs also require an innowational approach to the accomplishment 
of tasks in military training and indoctrination and the mastery of military- 
professional knowledge, abilities, and skills. 


"Now the Soviet servicemen,” notes the Minister of Defense of the USSR, 
Marshal of the Soviet Union D. F. Ustinov, "control the most complex combat 
vehicles, missile complexes, and electronic systems, steer mclear submarines 
and pilot supersonic aircraft, and master methods for the combat employment 
of various other combat equipment. In order to achieve a high level of 
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coordination in actions and to learn the mastery of contemporary weapons to 
perfection, great efforts of all personnel are required.” 


The role of active knowledge which is capable of suggesting the correct de- 
cision in a situation of armed conflict which changes exceptionally rapidly 
has increased especially under conditions of contemporary war. It would be 
incorrect to as.ume that preparations can be made for the conduct of such 
eonflict in the course of military actions themselves. The complexity of 
military equipment, the maximum tension of combat, and the abundance of 
chances cause the necessity for a dialectical, creative cast of thought. 
The means and methods of armed conflict are being improved at unprecedented- 
ly swift rates. And those military-theoretical propositions whichwere ad- 
vanced just yesterday may become obsolete today and become a brake on the 
development of military affairs. Courage is necessary not only in a clash 
with the enemy, but also in the struggle against the tenacity of intellec- 
tual conservatism. 


The mastery of Marxist-Leninist methodology helps military personnel not 
only to think dialectically, but also to accomplish the entire complex of 
tasks facing the Armed Forces creatively. Special significance is now ac- 
quired by the task which was put forward in the decree of the CPSU Central 
Committee, "On further improvement of ideological and political indoctrina- 
tional work"--to strengthen the indoctrinational role of the Soviet Armed 
Forces, service in which is a remarkable school of labor and military 
ability, moral purity and bravery, patriotism and comradeship. A recent 
conference of leading command-political personnel of the Armed Forces was 
devoted to this problem. At the conference, the necessity to study the 
theoretical treasure of Marxism-Leninism deeply and to keep everything which 
gives a practical indoctrinational direction to ideological work in the 
field of vic + was stressed. 


The Soviet people were the first people on Earth to create a developed so- 
cialist society and were the first to begin the building of communism, And 
they are looking into the future with confidence, knowing firmly that life 
will become better and better, more and more beautiful, more and more inter- 
esting. The guarantee of this is the selfless labor of millions, The guar- 
antee of this is the Leninist, scientifically substantiated policy of the 
Communist Party. 


Comrade L. I. Brezhnev said: "Our party has everything to be equal to its 
historic responsibility. We are inspired by a lofty goal--the well-being of 
the people. We have a wealth of experience of many years in the building 
of a new life. Marxism-Leninism--a science which has absorbed all the 
achievements of human genius--serves us as a guide to action. We are con- 
fident of our strength” ("Leninskim kursom," Vol 6, p 587). 


The forthcoming 26th CPSU Congress, which is called upon to determine the 
strategy and tactics of the struggle on the coming stage of communist con- 
struction and to give new impetus to the development of revolutionary 
thought and revolutionary action, will open up new horizons for our country. 
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From the Editors: 


In accordance with the program of the new training year, the journal begins 
to publish articles inconformance vith two thematic plans in the system of 
officer Marxist-Leninist training: "The policy of the CPSU--Marxism- 
Leninism in action" and "Urgent problems of the contemporary ideological 
struggle.” Methodological recommendations for seminar lessons will also 
be published. 
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PARTY WORK: ORGANIZATIONAL METHODS DISCUSSED 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 16, Aug 80 signed to press 
5 Aug 80 pp 28-35 


[Article by Col Gen M. Popkov, member of military council, chief of politi- 
cal directorate of Red Banner Central Asian Military District: "The Check 
of Execution--the Most Important Part of Party Organizational Work" ] 


[Text] Our party is moving toward the 26th CPSU Congress. As always, con- 
g@resses are preceded by an election campaign--a special time in the life of 
the party, a time which is important to the highest degree. It obliges us, 
said Comrade L. I. Brezhnev at the June (1980) plenum of the CPSU Central 
Committee, to analyze the work of the party organizations in the accomplish- 
ment of the decisions of the 25th CPSU Congress again and again. 


And profound analytical work has now been initiated in party organizations: 
the results of past years are being interpreted, the experience accumulated 
in recent years is being generalized, and it is as if a strict check is 
under way: has everything planned been done, what work has proceeded on 
implementing the decisions of the 25th CPSU Congress, the decrees of the 
party and the government, and the decisions of the party organizations 
themselves? In this connection, it is believed, it isappropriate to talk of 
the most important part of organizational work--the check of execution, its 
formulation, and further improvement. 


The significance of an execution check in the course of communist construc- 
tion is constantly growing. In the summary report of the CPSU Central Com- 
mittee to the 25th Party Congress, it is pointed out that "the mon/toring 
and checking of the execution of decisions which have been adopted are the 
most important part of organizational work. It is a matter for each party, 
soviet, and economic leader, for each party organ, for each primary party 
organization. At the November (1979) plenum of the CPSU Central Committee 
it was stressed that now "primarily painstaking, daily organizational work 
and the clear checking of execution...” are necessary. 


One of the firm principles of the Lenin style of party leadership is includ- 
ed in the checking of execution. It effectively serves the struggle against 
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any sluggishness, complacency, and declarativeness in work, raising the re- 
sponsibility and discipline of personnel, and preventing blunders. /"To 
check people and to check the actual execution of a matter"/ [in boldface], 
V. I. Lenin taught, "this, again this, and only this is the most important 
in all work, {n all policy." 


It is difficult to overestimate the significance of checking in the politi- 
cal organs and party organizations of the Soviet Armed Forces. The results 
of the work by commanders, political organs, and party and Komsomol organi- 
zations which is directed toward a further raising of the troops' combat 
readiness, the strengthening of discipline, and improvement of the quality 
of instruction and indoctrination of the personne) are inseparably linked 
with how the party's requirements on defense questions and the instructions 
of the Soviet Minister of Defense and-tNe Mafn Political Directorate of: the 
Soviet Armed Forces are implemented and how the accomplishment of orders 
and instructions of commanders at all echelons and the decisions of politi- 
cal organs and party and Komsomol organizations is set up in the units and 
subunits. 


The district's military council and political directorate see to it daily 
that checking execution becomes an integral part of the daily activity of 
each commander, each political organ, and each party and Komsomol organiza- 
tion and that its effectiveness and level of orgahizational work are raised. 
For example, at its sessions the military council began the more frequent 
discussion of how the decrees of the CPSU Central Committee, the require- 
ments of the Soviet Minister of Defense, and those of the chief of the Main 
Political Directorate of the Armed Forces are being implemented. The politi- 
cal directorate systematically organizes the check of the status of party- 
political work in the district's large units and units and of the implemen- 
tation of instructions of the higher political organs. In this regard, it 
conducts checks of a particular nature on current questions as well as com- 
bined checks on the most urgent problems of party-political work which are 
connected with combat and political training, the strengthening of military 
discipline, and the preparation and conduct of combat-training measures ar? 
various political campaigns. The results of the checks are discussed in the 
political directorate with all workers or in the departments. The decisions 
which have been adopted and the conclusions are brought to the attention of 
the political organs. All this helps to spread leading experience among the 
troops and to guard leaders against errors which are committed in one place 
or another. 


Recently, for example, a group of officers of the political directorate made 
a thorough study of the work of the political department of the Nth large 
unit which was directed toward accomplishment of the requirements of the 
CPSU Central Committee's decree, "On further improvement of ideological and 
political-.ndoctrinational work," and transforming party organizations into 
a center of daily ideological-indoctrinational activity. Before travelling 
out to the troops, the officers were thoroughly briefed and the check pro- 
cedure was determined. Primary attention was concentrated on the study 
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of the communists' work directly in the subunits. We had many frank talks 
with commanders and political officers, secretaries of party organizations, 
members of agitation-propagenda groups, agitators, and other activists, The 
personnel of the political directorate delved into the organization of offi- 
cer Marxist-Leninist training, the political training of warrant officers 
(praporshchik], and political lesesa@msa w’th the soldiers and sergeants and 
they analyzed the level and quality of political training. The lectuves 
and reports with which organizational and ad hoc propagandists appeared were 
reviewed. The comrades from the political directorate did not reduce 

their role to the monitoring and recording of facts alone but stepped forth 
as active organizers of the matter-—they briefed political officers and par- 
ty activists, explained to the men the requirements imposed on them under 
contemporary conditions, and they took part in the measures being conducted. 


A check of the activity of large-unit party organizations showed that some of 
them have not put an end to declarativeness and have not seen to it that com- 
munists become active propagandists and champions of the party's ideas among 
the masses, do not always discuss questions of ideological-indoctrinational 
work systematically and pointedly, and do not obtain its high return. This 
pertains especially to headquarters party organizations. At times, they do 
not exert the necessary influence on the accomplishment of specific tasks 

and are not genuinely concerned about increasing the responsibility of each 
communist for the assigned matter. Individual leaders do not participate in 
the explanation of tasks, do not help subordinates to evaluate these tasks 
from positions of the party's present requirements for the Armed Forces, and 
do not display interest in daily service and the discipline of people. 


A detailed conversation about all this took place at a practical-scientific 
seminar, "The primary party organization—the center of daily ideological- 
indoctrinational work." It took place in the large unit after a thorough 
analysis of the results of a check in the political department. This was 
its conclusion: in the practical activity of party orgesnizations the ques- 
tion of transforming them into a center of daily indoctrinational work is a 
question of the constant strengthening of its ties with life and of active 
influence on the training of the personnel. The check and discussion of the 
results on the seminar helped to see trends in the process of increasing the 
effectiveness of ideological work in the primary party organization rather 
than one-time results. It was acknowledged that the low effectiveness of a 
number of politicai cseports and talks is explained by the fact that their 
level does not always fully meet the increased demands of people. Ways of 
overcoming these shortcomings were also discussed. It was pointed out that 
an especially important means here is the introduction of an analytical ap- 
proach into the work style of the party organizations, the attentive study 
of the conditions under which indoctrinational work is accomplished and the 
demands and interests of people are satisfied, and raising the skill of the 
propagandists. The main direction in improving propaganda on the party's 
foreign-policy course is the skillful, convincing, and intelligible demon- 
stration of ‘he advantages and achievements of real socialism in the USSR 
and the fraternal countries. For the truth of socialism is the main weapon 
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in exposing the ideological sahotage of imperialism. The general conclusion 
of the check and seminar was that the improvement of ideological-indoctrina- 
tional activity in the primary party organizations in the important period 

of preparations for the next, 26th, CPSU Congress presumes 4 further develop- 
ment of creative initiative, active support of the search and undertakings 

of the propagandist activists, and the broad propagation of leading experi- 
ence. 


The political directorate studies the letters and complaints which reach 
commanders, political organs, and the district newspaper. In work among the 
troops, the officers of the political directorate are always interested in 
how the local communists react to the demands of the men, personally under- 
take measures to elim‘nate shortcomings, answer the most varied questions 

to include questions which bear a political character, and appear before 
people with talks and reports. All this provides beneficial results. I 
will refer to an example. 


In the course of conducting a common political education day in one of the 
garrisons, complaints of shortcomings in household and trade services vere 
received from the families of servicemen. All remarks were analyzed and 
measures were outlined to improve living conditions in the garrison. After 
@ while, a trip wae organized to the location of personnel of the political 
directorate, staff, representatives of the construction directorate, KECh 
\billeting unit), post exchange and so forth to check the elimination of 
shortcomings. Theymet with the residents of the cantc.iument, sew what had 
already been done, and determined what still must oe undertaken to satisfy 
the needs of the officers, warrant officers, and their familes. As a result, 
the matter is being corrected and criticism was greatly reduced. 


How can a check of execution be better organized? We discuss this question 
systematically at conferences and seminars of chiefs, officers of po.itical 
organs, secretaries of party committees, and other categories of political 
officers. For the very same purpose ve use practical-scientific conferences 
conducted by the political directorate as well as conferences which are or- 
ganized locally. The value from such measures is great because the activists 
must constantly be taught the ability to organize monitoring. 


One of the practical-scientific conferences conducted by the political direc- 
torate was devoted to raising party devotion to principles, the efficiency 
and specific nature in the work of command-political personnel, and a criti- 
cal evaluation of the results of their labor in light of the requirements of 
the November (1979) plenum of the CPSU Central Committee. Taking part in its 
vork vere the district commander and members of the aiditary council. An 
objective conversation took place on how to ensure the unconditional accomp- 
lishment of the party's decisions, the instructions of the General Secretary 
of the CPSU Central Committee and Chairman of the Presidium of the USSR 
Supreme Soviet, Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, and the requirements of the Soviet 
Minister of Defense, Marshal of the Soviet Union D. F. Ustinov. Great atten- 
tion was devoted to working out an analytical approach to an evaluation of 
what has been attained on the basis of an improvement in monitoring and 
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checking execution. The importance of @ profound study of the work effec- 
tiveness of commanders, political officers, and party organizations, of 
constant contact with all categories of personnel, of the specific organ.za- 
tion of implementation of regulations and orders, and of the decisive elimi- 
nation of shortcomings was streased, 


The CPSU Central Committee imposes high requirements on the leader person- 
nel for the organization of accomplishment of decrees of the party and the 
government, orders, and instructions. We are constantly guided by these 
requirements. Among the troops of the distriet, such work is conducted ina 
thoughtful manner and encompasses the most varied aspects of the activity 
of command-political personnel. Much is being done, for example, for the 
leaders to work more directly in the conmnan Venttear) . We regularly con- 
duct common political education days and question and answer soirees, and 
the senior commanders participate in the conduct of party and Komsomol meet- 
ings, visit lessons on combat and political training in the subunits, and 
appear before the men on political subjects. The political directorate and 
political organs of large unite and units constantly monitor how the leader 
personnel maintain contact with the personnel, exert influence on their mat- 
ters, and hold those who avoid this work responsible. 


It is well known that to check means to instruct and to teach the activists 

how to organize matters correctly. V. I. Lenin required that people who are 
abdle to achieve the execution of decisions quickly and unconditionally, 

to check execution, and to instruct how to organize the work in this regard 

should be selected to accomplish monitoring. 


Certain experience in organizing the cl -cking of execution and in teaching 
this to the activists has been accumulated by the political department of 
the large unit where the een‘or inetructor for the organization of party- 
political work is Major M. Telushko. Here, for example, is how the officers 
of the political department studie‘ the activity of commanders, political 
officers, and party organizations which is directed toward raising the role 
of the military collective in the moral upbringing of the personnel. 


The group of inspectors was headed by the chief of the political department. 
He himself studied the work of the deputy commander for political affairs 
and the subunit political officers. Other officers concentrated their atten- 
tion on matters of the part: committee, the party organizations of the bat- 
talion and unit headquarters, and the party groups of several companies. The 
propagandist of the political department was occupied with the activity of 
the ideological activists, ani the instructor on Yomsomol work--with the 
company “omsomo. organizations. The members of “1e political department 
studied how the rallying of the collectives is proceeding and how these col- 
lectives influence the soldiers and sergeants, especially those who display 

@ careless attitude toward ‘reining and commit digressions from the regule- 
tions. The officers were eiso intereste! in how meetings of company person- 
nel proceed, how public opinion is molded on them, and how comradely assis- 
tance is organized in the course of competition. They analyzed whether the 











influence of political lessons, lectures, reports, thematic soirees, and 
other measures on the upbringing of the men in « spirit of communist moral- 
ity ie great and how individual work is organized. In this regard, the of- 
ficers of the political department 4id not proceed in accordance with the 
principle, "We point out the shortcomings and you eliminate them." Together 
with commanders, political officers, and party activints they organized the 
work and themselves showed how to conduct one measure or another so that it 
leaves a deep trace in the consciousness of the men and how to fill an oral 
presentation with profound content and tie it in with life. 


In a number of subunits, party and Komsomol meetings took place with the 
participat‘on of political department personnel. The chief of the political 
Gepartment appeared before the unit activists with a lecture on the essence 
and tasks of moral upbringing. The propagandist told the officers about the 
contemporary international situation and showed how conclusions should be 
drawn from the aggressive intrigues of the imperialists under present condi- 
tions. Other political department personnel also conducted talks with the 
personnel, including talks on friendship and military comraderhip as well as 
communist morality. 


To a great extent, the check is also organized in exactly the same manner 
when individual officers of the political department rather than a group 
travel to a unit to check how the party organizations increase the activity 
of the communists in ideological-indoctrinational work directly in the com- 
panies (batteries), what they are doing to increase the exemplary nature of 
the communists in combat training and the indoctrination of the young con- 
munists, and so forth. In this regard, here they do not record what "is 
lying on the surface,” but they delve thoroughly into the depth of processes 
which occur in the life of the party organization and the entire military 
collective and tney make a comprehensive study of and generalize they ex- 
perience which is established in the everyday routine. The state of affairs 
ig not evaluated from individual facts, but they are taken as a totelity and 
the entire system is analyzed. Prom a great number of various facts they 
are able to distinguish the most important ones, those which are character- 
istic and from which substantial conclusions can be drawn. The inspectors 
see their task not only in disclosing and ascertaining var‘ous shortcomings, 
but also in achieving their elimination. 


The fruitfulness of such work is obvious. A constant struggie is being 
waged in the large unit for the creati®6n of a healthy moral-psychological 
situation in the units and lerge unite and the effectiveness of individual 
indoctrinational work has been increased. Ali this contributes to the main- 
tenance of firm military order and the attainment of high indices in combat 
and political training. The political directorate has generalized experi- 
ence in the organization of a check of execution in this political depart- 
ment and brought it to the attention o. the chiefs of political organs on 
one of the seminars. 
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But we would not be self-critical if we d.d not admit that there are also 
defects in the work of political departments and party organizations in 
accomplishing the check and organizing execution. Of what do they consist’ 
Tt happens that checks are planned on the very same questions while others 
which are no less important for them are left unchecked, or work is planned 
in the same party collectives without proper necessity. In some places, 
comrades from the political department instruct and teach the activists in 
the accomplishment of a check poorly, study matters locally in a superficial 


manner, and are unable to note and pick up what is new and advanced and dis- 
Seminate it widely. 


As an example, let us take the political department where officer S. 
Krivtsanov heads the inspection group. [*t cannot be said that the politi- 
cal organ does not undertake the monitoring of the execution of orders, di- 
rectives, and decisions. But how does it do it? At times, without a proper 
system or without serious preparatory work. It happens that the officers of 
the political department themselves are not properly mastering the require- 
ments of certein documents and that those vho are departing are not first 
oriefed by anyone. As a result, at times they become familiar with the state 
of affairs on a crash basis, do not notice negative phenomena, cannot deter- 
mine the true reasons for shortcomings in combat and political training and 
party life, and are unable to teach the activists of the subunits to wage a 
constant, effective struggle for the steady strengthening of exemplary order 
in everything and an increase in high combat readiness. And is it necessary 
to say that the checks being conducted must have the most effective influence 
primarily on the accomplishment of the primary missions among which, of 
course, standing in the foreground are the maintenance of the troops’ con- 
stant combat readiness, ensuring the exemplary performance of service and 
high combat vigilance, and the solidarity of the military collectives. 


The effectiveness of the checking is measured, not by the number of checks 
and shortcomings which are disclosed, but by the depth of the conclusions 
and by the ability to eliminate the causes which give rise to shortcomings 
and to bring vhat has been begun tc a conclusion. The desired results can 
be attained only with such an approach. Such results just are not found 
where everything is reduced to the number of checks, forgetting about their 
quality. Comrades from the political department where the propagandist is 
Major A. Anichenkov often visited one of the subunits. They were also in- 
terested in the work which is being conducted on strengthening discipline. 
But they did not delve deeply into its status and did not disclose the 
reasons for the carelessness of some of the men in service. Hence, they 
provided the most general advice and, in essence, limited themselves to ap- 
peals and exhortations. The situation did not change for the better after 
such checks, even though they were frequent. Meanwhile, in organizing nev 
shecks the political department took other questions without being interest- 
ed in what had been done on the problems which they had addressed earlier. 
This fact confirms once again that monitoring which is not combined with 
organizational work cannot provide the desired results. 














Life and our own experience teach that a check of execution is effective 
when it is conducted in ao timely and syatematic manner. it is just such an 
approach which permits the concentration of attention on the primary thing 
and determining the tasks, objects for the check, and persons who should 
be involved in it. Here is confirmation of this. 


The officers of one of the political departments checked how the clear 
organization of service and the strengthening of party influence on it are 
accomplished in a unit with the resources of party-political work. First, 
the political department worked out an assignment plan. This plan envision- 
ed @ study of how the personnel of the daily detail are selected and briefed 
and how indoctrinational work is condueted with them and the study of the 
regulations’ requirements is organized; how the guard is formed and pre- 
pared, how tasks are assigned to the activists who are beginning to accomp- 
lish a combat mission; how they are supplied with the materials necessary 
for work with the reliefs; how propaganda concerning those who have disting- 
uished themselves is organized using means of oral and graphic agitation, 
and how the example of communists and Komsomols in service is being achieved. 
Having such an assignment, the personnel of the political department over- 
looked nothing. By the way, they conducted the work in contact with the 
staff officers who checked to what extent the troops' service in the unit 
corresponds to the requirements of the regulations and orders. 





We con-ider such checks, which have an integrated nature, as most expedient. 
The personnel of the political directorate, for example, conduct them to- 
gether vith the officers of various directorates, departments, and services 
of the district headquarters. This permits the more comprehensive study of 
the state of affairs and seeing on which sectors daily party influence is 
felt less than on others. Unquestionably, such checks, just as checks on 
particular problems, are combined with the organizational work of the par- 
ticipants in the checks themselves. And this predetermines success. 


The effectiveness of a check of execution also depends directly and immedi- 
ately on the participation of the broad active membership in it. Such par- 
ticipation arms the activists with the practice of organizational work and 
teaches them to analyze and make a critical evaluation of the state of af- 
fairs in the unit and subunit and to reflect on ways to attain success. 

Much experience in this regard was accumulated by the party committee of the 
motorized rifle regiment which stepped forth as the initiator of the competi- 
tion in the district. 


The unit is accomplishing its socialist obligations successfully. This is 
explained to a great extent by the fact that the communists are actively 
struggling to implement the decrees which have been adopted. At one of the 
meetings, for example, it was decided to raise the role of CPSU members and 
candidate members in initiating the competition. After a while, the party 
committee organized a check of the accomplishment of this decision. Many 
communists accomplished it. Among them were V. Popov, A. Tarasov, V. 
Untilov, A, Andreyev, and others. They studied the guidance documents on 
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the organization of socialist competition and, with the assiatance of the 
party committee, they determined a range of problems for study. The in- 
spectors analyzed directly on the spot and in the moat thorough manner how 
the :equirements of the 25th CPSU Congress concerning the unity of word and 
deed are observed and how the communists are struggling for the accomplish- 
ment of obligations, are creating conditione for the attainment of success- 
eo in training, and are participating in the propagandizing of leading ex- 
perience and the summing up of the competition's results. And all this be- 
came possible because participating in the check was the broad range of ac- 
tiviats for whom the questions of the [nepection were also questions of 
their own daily activity. 


Unfortunately, the practice of involving the activists in the check of exe- 
cution has still not been widely introduced everywhere. Now and then it 
happens that the party committee or the party bureau do not even think of 
assigning anyone to check the course of accomplishment of the decision which 
has been adopted, not even to mention holding accountable those who are re- 
sponsible for the conduct of the measures and hearing their reports. This 
often leads to where much of vhat has been planned remains on paper. Thus, 
in the party organization where the secretary is Major V. Sumatokhin, de- 
cisions are adopted formally at times, age recopied into the minutes and, 

in essence, with this attention to them the matter ends. And, for example, 
isn't this why questions of the communists’ participation in the organization 
of competition were allowed to drift, they were not interested in the accomp- 
lishment of obligations, and they did not support good undertakings? All 
this affected the results in training--they were considerably lower than 
those which could have been expected. 


Well organized monitoring cannot be established without wide publicity of 
how decisions are accomplished and measures directed toward the accomplish- 
ment of the requirements of the party, the Soviet Minister of Defense, and 
the chief of the Main Political Directorate of the Soviet Armed Forces are 
conducted. The practice of informing the communists on what has been done 
by the political organ and the party organization to execute the decisions 
and recommendations of CPSU members and candidate members is justifying it- 
self. In the overwhelming majority of party collectives, for example, the 
meeting begins with the party organization secretary's announcement about 
the work which has been conducted. True, in some places elements of formal- 
ism are manifested here. And if, for example, the secretary either speaks 
too generally and sometimes even remains silent about what is unaccomplished, 
and if he also says that he will not name those guilty of this, of cousBe it 
leads to undefined responsibility and harms the cause. 


Each time they travel out to the troops the personnel of the political direc- 
torate, in talking in the political organs and appearing before the communists 
at meetings and sessions of the party committees (party bureaus), followed the 
rule of telling those being checked about what the political directorate is 
doing to accomplish the party’s decisions, orders, and diréctives. In our 
opinion, this is an effective form of monitoring from below. 
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A necessary condition for improving checks of execution is party criticism 
and self-criticism. We recall: in examining the question of criticism and 
self-criticiam, the 25th CPSU Cangreas stressed that "as the scales and com- 
plexity of the tasks being accomplished grow a strict, critical approach to 
all matters acquires special significance." Criticism helps the communist 
to see his own mistakes which are committed in the accomplishment of party 
decisions, orders, and directives more clearly. And the correct conclusions 
which are drawn from it by communists of any rank serve the common success. 


Many party meetings and meetings of party activiets are characterized by the 
broad initiation of criticism and self-criticism. Pleasing is the fact that 
the overwhelming majority of commanders, political organs, and communists 
react correctly to criticism addressed to them, manifest greater self- 
criticism in evaluating the state of affairs, and eliminate shortcomings 
more actively. 


Unfortunately, this cannot be said about many of our comrades. For example, 
officer P. Tikhomirov was often criticized because he deviated from the re- 
quirements of orders, did not decisively stop violations of military order, 
and permitted the personnel to be absent from training. The officer's 
omissions were pointed out to him. But this did not have the proper effect 
on him. It was necessary to make the CPSU member answerable to the party. 


The increase in demandingness toward the communists, the systematic discus- 
sion of their reports on the accomplishment of service duties and the re- 
quirements of the regulations at sessions of the party committees and party 
bureaus, daily strict demand--all this represents correct ways to improve 
the checking of execution of party decisions. 


The organs of people's control play a large role in organizing the accomp- 
lishment of decisions. The political directorate and political organs are 
adopting measures to increase their activity. Seminars of the scouts are 
conducted regularly on a district scale as well as locally, the objects of 
the checks and the range of questions to be studied are determined, and the 
briefing of the activists is improved. They receive support and-assistance 
of every kind in their work. This helps better to solve many problems in 
maintaining constant combat readiness and improving the men's living con- 
ditions. 


Greeting its 26th Congress, the party is purposefully improving the leader- 
ship of communist construction in all areas of life. It is persistently in- 
troducing the Lenin style into the activity of all party organizations--a 
creative style, foreign to subjectivism, and imbued with a scientific ap- 
proach to all social processes. It presumes high demandingness toward one- 
self and toward others, excludes complacency, and opposes any manifestations 
of bureaucratism and formalism. The checking of execution leads to the 
strengthening of just such a style in work. It leaves no place for stagna- 
tion and complacency and serves the iddoetrinatien of personnel and increas- 
ing their responsibility for the assigned matter. This is why questions on 
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the comprehensive improvement of checking execution deserve the broadest 
discussion at forthcoming reports and electiona of party organs, 


In implementing the decisions of the 25th Party Congress, the June (1980) 
plenum of the Central Committee, the decree of the CPSU Central Committee, 
"On socialist competition for a worthy greeting for the 26th CPSU Congress," 
and the instructions of the General Secretary of the CPSU Central Committee 
and Chairman of the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet, Comrade L. I. 
Brezhnev, commanders, political organs;. and party and Komsomol organizations 
of the Red Banner Central Asian Military District are directing their 
efforts toward accomplishing the missions facing the troops of the district 


completely and with quality and raising even higher the combat readiness of 
the units and subunits. 


COPYRIGHT: "Kommunist Vooruzhennykh Sil", 1980 
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MISSILE UNIT: TRAINING METHODS AND RESULTS 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 16, Aug 80 signed to press 
5 Aug 80 pp 36-42 


[Article by Col A. Fedorov: "Multiplying the Ranks of Masters and Rated 
Specialists") 


[Text] Just as all Soviet people, the personnel of the excellent missile 
unit commanded by Lieutenant Colonel M. Kolosov perceived the decisions of 
the June (1980) plenum of the CPSU Central Committee with tremendous inspira- 
tion and ardent approval. This leading collective, which stepped forth at 
the beginning of the present training year as the initiator of socialist 
competition in the Strategic Rocket Forces, is an example of efficiency, 
purposefulness, and in preparations for the 26th Congress of the Leninist 
Party. Competition flared up even more brightly in the unit for the attain- 
ment of high final results in combat and political training and for a fur- 
ther increase in combat readiness. The missilemen pledged to attain 100- 
percent ratings among the servicemen who should have them, to include hav- 
ing 75 percent first- and second-class specialists and, among the officers-- 
44 percent masters of combat qualifications. 


In soldierly labor and socialist competition, the men are guided by the in- 
struction of member of the CPSU's Central Committee Politburo, Soviet Minis- 
ter of Defense and Marshal of the Soviet Union, D. F. Ustinov, that “of the 
many factors which characterize the level of combat ability of the troops 
and naval forces, the profound knowledge of contemporary weapons and combat 
equipment and their skillful mastery of them should be distinguished as one 
of the decisive factors." Commanders and political officers and party and 
Komsomol activists constantly explain to the men that strategic missiles are 
weapons of special importance. They must always be in full readiness for 
action. This is even more important under conditions of the aggravation of 
the international situation and intensification of imperialism's prepara~- 
tions. And the best evidence of the missilemen's understanding of their 
personal responsibility for the reliable defense of the socialist fatherland 
is their striving to become rated specialists and masters of military af- 
fairs. The optimum plans of the collective for multiplying the ranks of 
genuine experts and masters of mighty weapons are aleo farted fram individual 
obligations of soldiers, sergeants, warrant officers [praporshchik) and 
officers. 
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The unit's personnel are working on their practical accomplishment inten- 
sively and purposefully. Now all subunit commanders and chiefs of combat 
sections and almost one out of every two officers are masters. And three out 
of every four soldiers, sergeants, ené warrant officers became specialists 
with increased ratings. 


The growth of the men's professional ability is contributing to the attain- 
ment of other successes. In preparing a worthy greeting for the 26th CPSU 
Congress, the missilemen are standing combat wetgh irreproachably, conduct- 
ing all exercises with high results, and accomplishing planned tasks in 
combat and political training and socialist obligations successfully. 


The stable forward movement of the excellent unit's collective confirms the 
correctness of its command's decision to develop competition for the men's 
mastery of weapons and equipment at the level of highly rated specialists. 
Ways to accomplish this difficult task were determined by the collective 
wisdom and collective experience at conferences of officers and party and 
Komsomol meetings. It required harmonious, coordinated efforts of the com- 
mander, staff, political officers, and party and Komsomol organizations. 


Of the entire variety of organizational and political-indoctrinational work 
which they conducted, I should like to distinguish the three, in my opinion, 
most essential of its directions. They are: ensuring the high effective- 
ness of the training process and its integral part--socialist competition, 
intensification of party influence on improving the quality of combat train- 
ing and the effectiveness of soldierly competition of the personnel, and 
mobilization of the men for conscientious training and molding in them a 
sense of responsibility for the unconditional accomplishment of socialist 
obligations. 





First of all, we must give the unit commander, Lieutenant Colonel M. Kolosov, 
his due. He sees a reserve for the further raising of the unit's combat 
readiness and a means for the successful accomplishment of the requirements 
of the Soviet Minister of Defense to attain such a level of troop training 
that each serviceman masters contemporary weapons and combat equipment to 
perfection in the competition of the men to receive the title of rated spe- 
cialists and masters of military affairs. Therefore, the unit commander 
contributes in every possible way to the development of the patriotic move- 
ment and is genuinely concerned about creating conditions so that the word 
of his subordinates does not deviate from deed. These conditions are cre- 
ated first of all by raising the effectiveness of combat training. Possess- 
ing outstanding organizational abilities, a wealth of methodological experi- 
ence, and firm will, and being a master of missilry, the commander compe- 
tently directs the planning and course of the training process and the men's 
socialist competition and evaluates the state of affairs in the subunits in 
a party manner and based on principle. He actively supports everything that 
is valuable and decisively suppresses formalism and indulgences. 


Lieutenant Colonel Kolosov was able to organize coordinated, purposeful work 
of the staff officers and subunit commanders, political officers, and the 
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party and Komsomol activists in ensuring the high quality of the lessons, 
the efficient use of training time and the training-material base, and its 
constant improvement. In this regard, the requirements of the 25th CPSU 
Congress and the instructions of Comrade L. I. Breghnev are steadily being 
implemented. They concern the necessity to create an atmosphere of harmoni- 
ous work and a creative attitude toward matters in each collective, to sup- 
port and propagate leading experience, to improve monitoring and checking of 
execution, and to be concerned about the indoctrination of people. 


Back at the beginning of the training year the commander and staff officers 
together with the political officers and party activists thoroughly analyzed 
the organization and effectiveness of combat training. In some subunits, 
both left much to be desired. Lessons and drills were conducted with poor 
quality »t times due to poor preparation and insufficient methodological 
skill of individual leaders. At times, there were instances of dividing the 
subject matter for special training into main and secondary, of superficial 
mastery of some training questions, and incomplete use of the training base's 
capabilities. Some chiefs of section did not implement proper monitoring of 
the course of subordinates’ preparation to pass examinations for ratings. 


The commander analyzed the shortcomings which were disclosed by Joint 
efforts fundamentally at a conference of the officer personnel and then 
they were examined at a session of the party bureau. The guilty were held 
strictly accountable and specific measures were planned to eliminate the 
reasons which give rise to such negative phenomena. In particular, the 
staff worked out a system to accomplish the constant monitoring of the qual- 
ity of training at all levels. The demand for preparation for lessons and 
their conduct which was imposed on officers, warrant officers, and 
sergeants was intensified along service, party, and Komsomol lines. Main 
emphasis was placed on improving the organization of combined drills in 
special training and arming the leaders of training with effective methods 
and leading experience. 


Let us say, formerly the actions of the sections on drills were evaluated, 
as @ rule, as a whole. The standards were exceeded in the majority of cases 
but then attention was not paid to the errors of individual specialists 
which were committed when accomplishing various operations. The situation 
changed radically when the decision was made to set up a videotape recorder 
and record on film the actions of the section members from the beginning to 
the end of the combined drill. The use of videotape recordings permitted 
conducting the critique of lessons with better quality and better preparing 
the sections to go on combat duty and for forthcoming examinations for rat- 
ing. The employment of technical monitoring means contributed to raising 
the quality of training, improving the propagandizing of leading experienceand 
improved work procedures of the masters and high-class specialists, and sum- 
ming up the results of training and competition in a more objective manner. 
And really, the errors committed by individual section members became a 
lesson for all. 
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The following rule is strictly followed in the unit: whatever the lesson 
which may be conducted, always hold the person at the center of attention. 
An individual approach to instruction together with objective assistance for 
the newcomers by experienced servicemen ensures success in training rated 
specialists. For example, at one time young officers A. Burma and P, 
Tokarev committed errors on combined drills and performed individual opera- 
tions unconfidently. Masters of military affairs officers V. Fokin and 

S. Ignatenko began to accomplish additional work with them. They were often 
seen together on the simulators, in classroomé, and during hours for self- 
study. A. Burma and P. Tokarev eliminated the weak spots in their training 
step by step. 


It is well known that effectiveness of training, the men's deepening of 
their knowledge, and the consolidation of practical skills depend to a 
great extent on the methodological skill of the lesson and drill leaders. 
The commander, staff, political officers, and party organization are con- 
cerned that all officers, warrant officers and sergeants master it, are 
able to utilize training time efficiently, present material intelligibly, 
combine nargation with demonstration, and involve the men in thoughtful work. 
Demonstration lessons and drills are widely practiced here. Such a lesson 
was recently conducted by the best methodologist, master of military quali- 
fications Captain Yu. Danilin. The officers listened attentively to his 
explanation and followed how he uses graphic aids and on what he concentrates 
the attention of the men. Later, an exchange of opinions took place in the 
course of which they expressed their desires. The lesson brought tangible 
value. 


One should tell especially abot the personal example of the officers. 

Their diligence and industriousness are the moral model from which all the 
men learn persistence in the attainment of a goal. Recently, 80 percent of 
the officers raised their rated qualifications. Their combat skill influen- 
ces the growth in the ability of the personnel in the most direct manner 
since, in conducting lessons and drills, they transmit their knowledge and 
experience to their subordinates. Master of military qualification officer 
Vv. Kichigin is reputed to be a skillful organizer of training of the missile 
men in the collective. He helped the members of the combat sections who had 
assumed obligations to raise or confirm a rated qualification to draw up 
individual plans for independent training. In addition to planned lessons, 
the subunit commander conducted additional drills with them. As a result, 
all the men passed the tests for ratings. 


Or take Captain V. Siukhin. He is a master himself, and all the officers 
subordinate to him are masters and high-class specialists. It is proper 

that the training of the men of the collective that he heads is also fruit- 
ful. In approving the lesson plan of each leader, Captain Siukhin dis- 
cusses the organization of the lessons in detail with him and is interested 
in how questions which the people encounter when taking the tests for ratings 
are considered in the plan. 
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Practice has proven that successes in mastering weapons and equipment are 
higher where the training aids are better. Considering this the commander, 
staff, and party and Komsomol organizatians directed the socialist competi- 
tion of the inventors and rationalizers toward improving the training- 
material base. Working simulators, mockups, and circuits which permit the 
effective conduct of lessons and drills and the attainment of high indices 
in the training of personnel have been developed by the curious mind and 
skillful hands of the innovators. This important work is being conducted 

in accordance with a long-range plan. The forces of rationalizers are being 
combined for the rapid elaboration of the most valuable suggestions. For 
example, when officers V. Polukhin and V. Tribushnyy submitted the idea of 
creating a device to train the section members in the accomplishment of their 
functional duties, their suggestion was promptly considered with the parti- 
Cipation of other innovators and was quickly introduced into practice. This 
device is now effectively used for the training of high-class specialists. 


Competition among the missilemen is an integral part of the training process 
and a genuine school for developing in the personnel an interest in techni- 
cal knowledge, their specialty,and military affairs. A spirit of competi- 
tion here imbues each lesson, exercise,and drill. A healthy rivalry stimu- 
lates people to improve their ability and rating qualification and to strug- 
gle for the excellent accomplishment of combat-training missions and stan- 
dards. In the subunits commanded by officers V. Siukhin, V. Kichigan, and 
in others as well a lively competition for the best indices, publicity, and 
comparability of results, comradely mutual assistance, and the introduction 
of leading experience is being ensured in reality. 


The beneficial effect of competition on the entire training-indoctrinational 
process is ensured in the unit primarily thanks to its skillful organization 
and consideration of moral aspects. Commanders and party and Komsomol activ- 
ists constantly keep in their field of view such an important question as 
determining with whom strengths and capabilities will be measured. On their 
recommenda-ions, the men select their competitors with whom they have some- 
thing in which to compete. Here, for example, officers V. Ryzhkov and G. 
Ishchenko are competing. The former became a master of military affairs. 
Ryzhkov immediately assumed the obligation to assist his comrade in attain- 
ing the same goal. Borrowing everything that is better from his comrade, 
first-class specialist Ishchenko is successfully preparing for the fall 
examinations to raise his qualification. 


If we turn to the competition for tasks and standards, then we see clear 
reasoning. In some places, obligations are assumed on the day or on the 
eve of an assignment's accomplishment. Because of this, the men do not al- 
ways have the opportunity to prepare well for lessons. The matter is or- 
ganized differently with the missilemen. With them, as a rule, at the start 
of the week or even the month in which a task is to be accomplished the sol- 
diers, sergeants, warrant officers, and officers contemplate the results with 
which they are working out each of its elements, with whom they will compete, 
and who will assist whon. 
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Competitions for the tivie of best specialist and best section have also been 
placed on a business-like basis. The order and sequence for their conduct, 
requirements for the participants, conditions for determining the winners, 
and rewards have been worked out and brought to the attention of all themen. 
The missilemen understand that in order to win an honorary title it is not 
only necessary to know the equipment profoundly and be able to operate it 
irreproachably, but also to have excellent grades in all subjects, be dis- 
ciplined, accomplish combat-training missions with a "five," and exceed the 
standards. 


Publicity is the soul of competition. It is ensured in the unit. Just as 
in other collectives, screens of obligation accomplishment are found and 
updated regularly here and the results of the soldierly rivalry are summed 
up systematically and widely popularized. Moreover, among the missilemen 

a card of military-technical progress has been initiated for each man, It 
reflects the obligations and their implementation, the quality of accomp- 
lishment of the most difficult tasks, and the working out of standards. If 
you take the card you see immediately the dynamics of the specialist's im- 
provement or his lagging in something. This is by no means condemned "paper 
work,” but a convenient form of menitoring and accounting which helps the 
officers, warrant officers, sergeants, and party and Komsomol activists to 
improve publicity and the indoctrinational role of competition. It is hav- 
ing an ever greater influence ou the growth in the effectiveness and quality 
of training and the preparation of high-class specialists. 


Everything discussed above is done with the most active participation of the 
unit's party organization and the party organizations of the headquarters 
and subunits. The communists are setting the tone in the struggle for the 
profound mastery of missile weapons and combat equipment and are carrying 
the men along for the assault on lofty positions of soldierly skill by ap- 
pealing word and personal example. At one of its sessions the members of 
the party bureau worked out measures to intensify party influence on the 
course of socialist competition for the training of masters and specialists 
with high ratings. In implementing the decision adopted by the party bureau, 
the communists achieved the encompassing of each missileman by political in- 
fluence and made more active the ideological-indoctrinational work on ex- 
plaining the requirements of the 25th CPSU Congress, the November (1979) 
plenum of the CPSU Central Committee, and the instructions of the Soviet 
Minister of Defense and the chief of the Main Political Directorate of the 
Soviet Armed Forces concerning raising the quality and effectiveness of 
work, vigilance, and combat readiness. Exposure of imperialism's aggressive 
nature has been intensified in connection with the international situation 
which has become become complicated. Questions of the personal example of 
communists and Komsomol members in training and the accomplish ent of the 
obligations which they have assumed as well as in increasing the effective- 
ness of combat training and competition are discussed regularly on party and 
Komsomol meetings. The reports of individual comrades are also heard 
systematically. 
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I should like especially to note the role of the headquarters party organi- 
zation. Ite communists are the most trained and experienced officers. They 
drev up personal long-range plans for assistance to the subunits and the in- 
troduction of leading experience in work on training masters and rated spe- 
clalists. Thus, having visited the subunit of Captain S. Ignatenko, staff 
officers communists M. Shutakly and G. Shuiov generalized everything that 
was favorable and, at the same time, disclosed that the monitoring of the 
missilemen's individual training and their accomplishment of their assign- 
ment plans had been weakened. Some comrades did not trouble themselves with 
persistent training, assuming that there was still sufficient time to the 
examinations and, they say, we will be able to prepare. The staff officers 
helped the commander to eliminate the shortcomings. And this, of course, 
contributed to where all the men of the subunit who should, by virtue of 
length «* service, increase their rating qualifications while accomplishing 
their obligations do so. 


The headquarters communists participated actively in implementing the unit 
commander's ideas concerning the establishment of a school for masters. Of- 
ficers and warrant officers who already have a high qualification or have 
pledge’ to obtain it are trained in it. The unit's best specialists conduct 
lessons, consultations, and interviews in it. The school became a genuine 
center for training masters of military affairs and propagandizing leading 
experience. The unit's party bureau and the secretaries of the subunits’ 
party organizations are systematically organizing meetings of masters and 
first-class specialists with those wen who are just preparing to join their 
ranks and they organize the exchange of experience. Theconstantly remind 
the missilemen that among the initiators of socialist competition in the 
service of the Armed Forces word should not diverge from deed. 





Thanks to party leadership, the Komsomol organizations are also doing much 
to inetill in the Komsomol members responsibility for the accomplishment of 
the obligations which they have assumed and for the development of military 
comradeship and mutual assistance. The service of the Komsomol activists is 
that an experienced specialist has assumed the sponsorship of each newcomer 
who is preparing for rating tests for the first time. In particular, with 
the aid of Sergeant A. Korobov Private S. Kashtelanov became a rated spe- 
cialist and learned to perform combat duty excellently. Sergeant S. Ivanov, 
being assigned to the duty of deputy crew chief, taug! “rivate Yu. Vetoshkin 
his former specialty so well'that he became the best chber’of section and was 
promoted. For successes attained in combat and political training, Junior 
Sergeant Vetoshkin was awarded e Lenin Certificate of Honor. 


There are many such examples. At the same time, the Komsomol organizations 
hold strictly accountable those Komsomol members who do not display diligence 
in training and do not work at full strength. 


The unit's party organization improved military-technical propaganda and is 
achieving its effectiveness, specific nature, and tie with life. Regularly 
conducted technical conferences and interviews, lectures and reports, ques- 
tion and answer soirees, contests, and quizzes equip the personnel with 
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general scientific and military-technical knowledge, help them better to 
master combat skill, instill pride in service in the Strategic Rocket Forces, 
cultivate love for a combat specialty, and contribute to the spreading of 
leading experience. For example, a military-theoretical conference on the 
subject, "V. I. Lenin and the cpsy on the necessity for the technical equip- 
ping of the Soviet Armed Forces. Tasks of the personnel in the deep study 
of new equipment ardraising rated qualifications,” took place with value for 
the men. Lecturer communist A. Yermolayev and Comrades M. Kolosov, P. 
Petrenko, Yu. Danilin, and others who took part in the debates helped the 
participants in the conference to have a deeper understanding of the Lenin 
precepts, the party's requirements, and the instructions of the General 
Secretary of the CPSU Central Committee and Chairman of @he Presidium of the 
Soviet Supreme Soviet, Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, on defense questions and to 
realize their military duty better. 


We should also mention the active activity of the lecture bureau on military- 
technical knowledge. In preparing to give lectures and reports propagandists 
A. Yermolayev, V. Fokin, P. Byba, and others make a thorough study of the 
party aime, the latest achievements of military-scientific thought, the ex- 
perience of performing combat duty, and advanced methods for the operation 
of missile weapons by masters, and then they tell the men of this convin- 
cCingly and intelligibly. A deep trace was left in the consciousness of the 
listeners by the lectures and reports which they gave: "The 25th CPSU Con- 
gress on further strengthening of the country's defensive might and raising 
the combat readiness of the Soviet Armed Forces," "Combat duty--accomplish- 
ment of the combat mission for the protection and defense of our motherland,” 
"The role of nuclear missile weapons in contemporary war,” and others. 


The subject matter of the technical study groups is linked directly vith the 
mastery of primary and allied specialties, the accident-free operation of 
equipment, and exceeding standards. They are led by officers who are mas- 
ters of military affairs and high-class specialties. The lessons are con- 
ducted once a week in the evening for two or three hours each. 


For example, the technical study group which is led by communist officer V. 
Kusyukin is operating very fruitfully. In order to interest the students 
and make their independent work on expanding their military-technical hori- 
zon more active, the leader prepares for the lessons thoroughly and conducts 
them using the lively talk method. Along with this, he organizes the lis- 
teners' in-depth study of the most important questions concerning the layout 
and check of the missile compiex with the practical demonstration of the 
procedures for the specialists’ most effective work. The officer devotes 
much attention to molding in the missilemen a conscientious attitude tovard 
the accomplishment of functional duties in the course of performing combat 
duty. The effectiveness of such training is evidenced by the fact that all 
the men who are engaged in this study group are becoming high-class special- 
ists and serving the motherland in an exemplary manner. 


The unit's party bureau and the party organizations of the headquarters and 
subunits are doing much to increase the authority of the masters of military 
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affaires and the high-class specialists. Displays, photo leaflets, articles 
in the wall newspaper, and local radio broadcasts are devoted to them. The 
agitators and propagandists also tell about the lofty moral qualities of the 
experts and about the great role which they pla, in maintaining the unit's 
combat readiness and ensuring the sniper-like missile launchings. Command- 
ere and political officers constantly explain that to be a master of combat 
qualification and a high-class specialist is not only honorable, but also 
extremely important for the reliable defense of the people's creative labor 
and the achievements of socialism. This work is providing tangible results. 
Here, all the men are striving to obtain a high qualification. 


As we see, the successes of the collective of strategic missilemen, which is 
the initiator of competition inthe service of the Armed Forces in training 
masters ind rated specialists and in raising the effectiveness of combat 
training and the quality indices of combat readiness, are proper. They were 
predetermined by the great purposefulness and fruitful work of the commander, 
staff, political officers, and Komsomol organizations. 


Complacency and satisfaction with what has been attained are foreign to the 
missilemen. They drew the correct conclusions from a profound analysis of 
the contemporary situation in the world which was given in Comrade L. I. 
Breshnev's report at the June (1980) plenum of the CPS! Central Committee 
and in the plenum's decree, "On the international situation and the Soviet 
Union's foreign policy." Under conditions where the adventuristic actions 
of the United States and their accomplices caused the intensification of the 
military danger and the ever closer convergence of the aggressive circles of 
imperialiem and the Beising hegeménists on an anti-Soviet basis represents « 
new dangerous pheno@enon in world politics, the masters of the mighty weapons 
consider it their duty always to be on the alert and in constant combat 
readiness. Using the experience vhich has already been accumulated, the 
personnel of the unit's combat crews are working intensively on improving 
their skill, are performing combat duty vigilantly, and are filled vith re- 
solve to greet the 26th Congress of their party with the successful accomp- 
lishment of the missions facing them and the socialist obligations which 
have been assumed. 


COPYRIGHT: "“Kommunist Vooruzhennykh $11", 1980 
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IDEOLOGICAL WORK: CULTURAL ACTIVITIES DESCRIBED 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 16, Aug 80 signed to presse 
5 Aug 80 pp 53-57 


[Article by Col V. Volgin, senior instructor of the Propaganda and Agitation 
Department of the Ground Forces Political Directorate: "An Effective Means 
of Indoctrination") 


[Text] In displaying constant concern for raising the level of ideological 
indoctrination of Soviet people, the CPSU requires the attainment of in- 
provement in every possible way. The decree of the CPSU Central Committee, 
"On further improvement of ideological and political-indoctrinational work," 
clearly determined ways for the attainment of this goal and assigned spe- 
cific missions to the party organizations. One of them is to delve deeply 
into amateur talent activities and to display concern of every type for its 
development. The CPSU requires that artistic creativity be considered as an 
important means for raising the culture of the popular masses, their politi- 
cal and labor activity, and the improvement in organizing leisure time. It 
requires constant concern for impreving the content of the work by collec- 
tives for amateur talent activities, for strengthening their ties with the 
activity of labor collectives, and for the broad use of amateur art in 
ideological-political, labor, and moral indoctrination and overcoming ves- 
tiges of the past in the consciousness of people. 


In accomplishing the party's requirements commanders, political organs, and 
personnel of cultural and educational institutions are doing much for the 
development of the men's artistic creativity among the troops. This is 
bringing favorable results. For example, servicemen, including those from 
the Ground Forces, also took an active part in the first All-Union Festival 
of Amateur Talent Creativity. The festival contributed to the further de- 
velopment of army amateur talent activities and the strengthening of their 
ties with life. In the Transcaucasus Military District alone, amateur talent 
activities collectives gave dogens of concerts and performances during 

the review. Amateur artiste and amateur photographers organized several 
exhibitions at which hundreds of works were shown. 
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In the North Caucasus Military District a great number of choir, dance, and 
dramatic collectives took part in the festival. In the Ground Forces hun- 
dreds of collectives and thousands. of performers won the honored title of 
laureates and certificate winners of the festival. Many new and creative 
collectives were created and received a start in life, 





Preparations for the festival contributed to increasing the activity of work 
among the troops which is connected with the creation of the necessary con- 
ditions for the men's participation in artistic creativity and their broad 
involvement in amateur talent study groups and collectives. In the districts 
and groups of forces much has been done for the development of army people's 
theaters, amateur musical, choreographic, and choir collectives, and studios 
of fine arts, cinema, and photo art. Constant attention is devoted to im- 
proving the work of amateur talent collectives,to the strengthening of their 
ties with the activity of the labor collectives and creative unions, and to 
the broad use of amateur art in the upbringing of the Soviet servicemen 

and the members of servicemen's families. 


It should be noted that commanders and political organs are using cultural 
and educational inatitutions more and more widely and effectively to im- 
plement an integrated approach to the indoctrination of the personnel and 
they are also analyzing more deeply and making a more fundamental evaluation 
of Officers’ Houses and clubs, rendering assistance in planning measures, 
and studying and propagandizing leading experience. These questions are 
discussed at sessions of military councils, in the political organs, and at 
conferences of command personnel. Assemviies of cultural and educational 
institutions are conducted regularly in many districts and groups of forces 
where the many-faceted activity of the Officers’ Houses and clubs which is 
connected with the political and moral indoctrination of the men and the 
development of artistic creativity is comprehensively examined. Thus, in 
the Belorussian Military District urgent problems in improving cultural and 
educational work were discussed and an analysis was made of the activity of 
the Officers' Houses, clubs, and creative collectives in propagandizing the 
Lenin ideological-theoretical heritage, military and political knowledge, 
the organization of the personnel's cultural leisure time, and increasing 
the activity of various study groups. 


In the Siberian Military District an exchange of experiences in work on the 
development of the men's artistic creativity proceeded in an interesting 
manner. The chiefs of the Tomsk garrison Officers' House, Major S. 
Novozhilov, the Tyumen' garrison officers’ club, Senior Lieutenant M. 
Nikandrov, the unit club, Captain S. Tokarev, and others gave instructive 
reports. This enriched the cultural and education personnel with leading 
experience and directed them toward the better use of available capabilities 
in the communist indoctrination of the servicemen. 


Many interesting measures connected with the further development of the men's 
artistic creativity vere conducted in the Moscow, Leningrad, Ural, and other 
Military Districts and groups of forces. This helped to attract to the 

study groups thousands of lovers of songs, stage and fine arts, and experts 
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of popular applied creativity. The kindest words are merited by the theatri- 
cal collectives of the Odeasa and Khar'kov Officers' Houses, the fine arts 
studio with the Tollisai District Officers' House, the amateur movie studio 
of the Riga district Officers' House, and the "Blue Shoulderboard"” and 
“Pushkari" vocal-instrumental ensembles. 


Artistic creativity is an important means for the ideological and moral 
molding of the serviceman's personality and contributes to the attainment of 
high results in soldierly labor. Many instances are known where the man's 
active participation in one or another amateur talent study group contributed 
to instilling in him an increased sense of responsibility for the assigned 
matter, industriousness, and persistence in attaining @ goal and had a favor 
able influence on the molding of such features of the character as sociabili- 
ty, attentiveness, goodness, respect toward one's associates, and so forth. 


Such an event occurs not only with an individual person, but often even with 
an entire collective. Breakdowns in combat training and discipline were 
permitted in one of the subunits. When the reasons were deeply analyzed, 
among them was also noted the fact that there is no genuine friendship or 
close cohesion in the collective. The personnel lived separately and the 
men came to the club only to see a motion picture. 


Analyzing the situation in the subunit at a session of the party committee 
headed by Lieutenant Colonel N. Bodunov, the communists talked about the 
necessity to rally the collective and about the creation of amateur talent 
activities which contribute to the strengthening of military friendship a- 
mong the personnel. Serious attention was devoted to attracting the men to 
artistic creativity. 


The persistent labor of the commander, political officers, and party and 
Komsomol activists provided good results The subunit became one of the best. 
Unquestionably, an important role in the struggle for high results in combat 
training and in indoctrinating the men also belonged to amateur talent ac- 
tivities. 


Participation in various study groups, contact with comrades who love art, 
and knowledge of the beautiful cultivate the serviceman. But something else 
is just as important--he becomes an active propagandist of Soviet art and an 
ideological teacher. Consciousness of this raises his responsibility and 
forces hig to have an especially diligent attitude toward any assigned matter. 


Practice shows that in the development of amateur talent creativity much de- 
pends on the leaders of the army collectives and on their ability to inspire 
people and to lead them. They need the constant assistance of commanders 
and political organs, party and Komsomol organizations, and the support of 
their initiatives and searches. 


For example, this question is solved favorably in one of the remote garri- 


sons of the Siberian Military District. Here, the tasks connected with the 
further cultural development of the men are systematically discussed, the 
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wise initiative of the leaders of the amateur talent collectives is support- 
ed, and possibilities to improve their activityare sought. “The garrison Offi- 
cers' House, headed hy officer V. Prokopov, became the center of all work. 
Many servicemen and members of their families are engaged in numerous study 
groups of this cultural and educational institution. Reviews of amateur 
talent activities and exhibitions of creativity of the people's skilled per- 
sonnel are conducted regularly in the garrison. All this permits organizing 
the men's rest well, which has a favorable impact on their service and on 
theaccomplishment of the tasks posed for them. 


Each year, youths who have completed musical and theatrical as well as circus 
schools are called up to the army. These people can and must become the 
leaders of the creative collectives. The creation of permanently operating 
company cmateur activity depends greatly on their correct assignment among 
subunits. I stress permanently operating. For, unfortunately, amateur talent 
collectives still do not always have a long creative life. Cases where the amateur 
activity of one collective or another ceases its existence after the release of 
leading soloists to the reserve or after the completion of the next reviews 
are not isolated. In one case, as the sportsmen say, it has a short sub- 
stitutes’ bench, and in the other--the interest in its work on the part of 
the unit's officer-leaders drops sharply. 


In some units and garrisons, this also occurs because primarily conscript 
soldiers and sergeants participate in amateur activities. There are still 
not enough officers, warrant officers and members of servicemen's families 
who could become the basis of the creative collective in it. 


Great significance in the activity of the amateur talent collective is had by 
its repertoire. Therefore, genuine concern for it is manifested in many 
troop units and artistic councils are created in some places. They include 
commanders, political officers, and leaders of amateur talent collectives. 
The duty of the council includes the selection of the repertoire, preparing 
concert programs, and assistance in organizing rehearsals. 


Methodological aids and repertoire collections worked up by the Central House 
of the Soviet Army imeni M. V. Frunze render great assistance to artistic 
talent activities. They are distributed in considerable quantities to all 
military districts and groups of forces. Collections to assist the leaders 
of musical, choir, dance, and theatrical collectives and recommendations on 
the repertoire and preparing programs of thematic concerts proved to be use- 
ful. The repertoire collection, "We serve the fatherland,” which can be 
used in preparing many cultural and educational measures, is « rest. 
Many useful collections are published by the Military Publishing Louse. Un- 
fortunately, they do not always reach the troop units or the leaders of 
amateur talent activities, and they often accumulate in district and garri- 
son Officers’ Houses and on library shelves. It is necessary to be concern- 
ed that methodological aids and repertoire collections reach those for whom 
they are primarily intended. 
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Not enough attention is as yet devoted to the genre variety of the concert 
repertoire. Political satire can rarely be heard from the stage. Young 
army poets and prose writers, rated sportsmen, and performers of circus 
acts are not sufficiently attracted to presentations before audiences. 


In the subsequent development of the striving for artistic creativity among 
the men, great significance is had by meetings with professional creative 
collectives of the country and leading masters of literature, the cinema, 
theater, variety, and painting. Such meetings have become a firm part of 
daily army hife and have become unique art holidays. 


Thus, the personnel of the unit where officer I. Ishevskiy serves meet with 
creative workers once or twice a month and visit concerts and theaters. 
During recent months alone the men saw the plays "Vasaa Zheleznova" by M. 
Gor'kiy, "And the Dawns are Quiet Here," by V. Vasil'yev, and others. 


Such a form of ties of creative organizations with the men as the conclusion 
of collective agreements is receiving more and more development. The 20- 
year friendahip which binds the personnel of the "Vystrel" courses with the 
Moscow State Conservatory imeni P, I. Tchaikovskiy can serve as an example. 
Such ties contribute to the creation and productive work of universities of 
culture, various amateur study groups, amateur studios, and literary socie- 
ties in many units and military educational institutions. 


Here, for example, is how the university of culture created many years ago 
with one of the officers’ clubs works. Lessons are conducted in it in four 
departments, each of which is intended for a specific category of students. 
In addition to listening to lectures, they visit museums and exhibits. They 
become acquainted with the development of Soviet theater and the cinema and 
with the creativity of leading motion picture producers and masters of the 
stage, and they discuss the theatrical performances and motion pictures 
which have been seen. Creative meetings with artists, writers, and poets 
are organized for them. 


A large role belongs to the army libraries in instilling in the men a good 
taste for art and their correct understanding of the works of literature and 
painting. In the garrisons readers’ conferences, debates, lectures, reports, 
and talks on literary subjects are conducted regularly and books whose 
authors have been awarded state prizes are discussed. It became a good rule 
to mark the anniversaries of Russian and Soviet writers, poets, artists, and 
masters of the stage. 


Such measures are conducted regularly, for example, by the Officers' House 
of one of the garrisons of the Central Asian Military District. Thus, the 
last number of the verbal ‘ournal, "In the World of the Beautiful,” was de- 
voted to the 200th anniversary of the birth of the artist A. G. Venetsianov. 
From the stories by librarian V. Varentsova and drawing teacher T. Zhdanova 
the men learned much that was interesting about the life and activity of the 
father of the Russian everyday genre in painting and the founder of the 
humanigtic traditions of Soviet artistic culture and they became familiar 
with some reproductions of his pictures. 
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Another page of the verbal journal was. devoted to the 60th anniversary of 
the birth of I. 0. Dunayevakiy. It was conducted by the music teacher, 

S. Isayeva. The evening concluded with the performance of widely known 
songs by participants in amateur talent activities. It will long remain in 
the memories of those who were present. 


The influence of the army professional collectives on the development of the 
men's artistic creativity is great. One cannot remain indifferent to the 
beautiful presentations by the singing and dancing ensembles of the Lenin- 
grad and Moscov Military Districts and to the performances of the L'vov 
Drama Theater of the Soviet Army and other creative collectives. The artists 
of the Leningrad Military District's song and dance ensemble have a good rule 
to use any opportunity during the touring period to assist collectives of 
amateur ‘alent activities. In the units, they conduct seminars with chorus 
leaders, conduct lessons with dancers and elocutionists, and assist musi- 
cians in arranging modern songs. On the initiative of the ensemble's 
Komsomol organization, a Komsomol-youth brigade has been created for presen- 
tations on small areas and in subunit Lenin rooms. 


However, even in this matter there are still many unused reserves. Frequent- 
ly, the organizers of the men's amateur artistic creativity disregard the ad- 
vice and recommendations of experienced specialists and do not use their 
assistance. 


There are many other questions connected with the further development of 
artistic creativity of the men among the troops which require solution. 
Among them are those such as the formation of a creative atmosphere in the 
amateur collectives, the development of individual artistic abilities of the 
participants, and stimulating their initiative in the creation of works on 
contemporary subjects. In the solution of these questions, one should pro- 
ceed from the requirements of the decree of the CPSU Central Committee, "On 
measures for the further development of amateur artistic creativity.” It is 
necessary to create the necessary conditions for lessons in artistic crea- 
tivity, attract the men to the amateur collectives even more widely, and de- 
velop people's theaters and amateur musical, choreography, and choral col- 
lectives, and fine-art, cinema, and photo art studios. All this requires 
great initiative and persistence of commanders, political organs, cultural 
and educational institutions, and the more specific solution of problems in 
the cultupal development of the men as a component part of their ideological 
indoctrination. 


COPYRIGHT: "“Kommunist Vooruzhennykh Sil", 1980 
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POLITICAL INDOCTRINATION: LENIN'S PRECEPTS FOR SERVICEMEN 





Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 16, Aug 80 signed to press 
5 Aug 80 pp 67-74 


[Article by Col V. Bokarev, candidate of historical sciences, docent: 
"Serve the Motherland as the Great Lenin Ordained"] 


[Text] Material for political lessons on the subject, 
"Lenin's precepts for the Soviet servicemen on vigi- 
lance, combat readiness, and discipline. Serve the 
motherland as the great Lenin ordained." 


This is the concluding subject in the section of the training plan, "V. I. 
Lenin on the defense of the socialist fatherland." In the course of its 
study, the propagandists are called upon to assist the students to have a 
deeper understanding of the essence of the Lenin precepts concerning the 
necessity to increase the vigilance and combat readiness of the Soviet Armed 
Forces in every possible way, to strengthen the organization and discipline 
of the personnel, and to contribute to the further strengthening of the re- 
sponsibility of the soldiers, seamen, sergeants, and petty officers for the 
successful accomplishment of the missions facing them. 


Ten hours are allotted to the lesson. It is expedient to distribute this 
time as follows: allot two hours for a lecture (narration), four hours for 
self-study, and four hours for a seminar (talk). 


While presenting the material, it is recommended that the following questions 
be taken up: 1. V. I. Lenin's precepts concerning the vigilance and combat 
readiness of the Soviet Armed Forces. 2. V. I. Lenin on the necessity for 
firm military discipline in the army and navy. 3. Sacredly observe V. I. 
Lenin's precepts--this is the patriotic and international duty of the Soviet 
servicemen. 


It is important to note in a brief introduction that at all stages of the 

military organizational development of the Soviet Armed Forces the Communist 
Party invariably was guided and is being guided by the Lenin teaching about 
the defense of the socialist fatherland and by V. I. Lenin's precepts about 
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raising the vigilance and combat readineas of the troops and naval forces in 
every possible way and atrengthening the organization and discipline of the 
personnel. Under the present conditions of sharp aggravation of the inter- 
national situation which has occurred through the fault of the most reaction- 
ary circles of imperialism, primarily the United States and NATO, the pre- 
cepts of Vladimir Il'ich are acquiring special urgency. The June (1980) 
plenum of the CPSU Central Committee noted that the intrigues of 
imperialism and the other enemies of peace require constant vigilance and 

the strengthening of our state's defensive capability in every possible way. 
Sacredly observing V. I. Lenin's precepts, the Soviet servicemen always re- 
member the commandment of the leader of our party and the state that any 
revolution is worth something only if it is able to defend itself. Together with 
their brothers in arms of the Warsaw Pact armies, the personnel of the Soviet 
Armed Forces are tirelessly improving their combat skill and reliably guard- 
ing the great achievements of socialism and peace on earth. 


1. V. I. Lenin's Precepts Concerning the Vigilance and Combat Readiness 
of the Soviet Armed Forces 





In beginning to present the material on the first question, it should be 
stressed that the necessity to defend the socialist fatherland is an objec- 
tive regularity of the building of socialism and communism. The history of 
our state's development is convincing proof of this. Having hardly arisen, 
the young Republic of Soviets was forced to beat off the furious assaults 

of the combined forces of international imperialism and internal enemies who 
were striving to strangle the revolution. A new, combat-capable, disciplined, 
regular Red Army was necessary to defend the state of workers and peasants. 
"We could not exist without the armed defense of the socialist republic,” 
am”: I. Lenin ("Polnoye sobraniye sochineniy" [Complete Works], Vol 38, 
p 130). 


The leader of the revolution repeatedly pointed out that international im- 
perialism is ready for all outrages, atrocities, and crimes in order to de- 
fend the perishing capitalist society and the power of the exploiters. He 
demanded high vigilance and taught that we should never forget the danger 
which is threatening us and which originates from the reactionary forces of 
imperialism. "...The first commandment of our policy," warned Vladimir 
Il'ich, "the first lesson...which all workers and peasants should learn is 
** to be on the alert..." ("Polnoye sobraniye sochineniy," Vol 44, 

p 294). 


Vv. I. Lenin tirelessly explained that to be on the alert means to observe 
the laws of revolutionary vigilance strictly and to recognize and render 
harmless the insidious intentions of our class enemies. He considered an 
important indicator of vigilance to be the strict keeping of state and mili- 
tary secrets. High revolutionary vigilance, according to the thoughts of 

V. I. Lenin, is especially necessary for the army of a socialist state. This 
proposition runs all through the many works of Vladimir Il'ich such as "The 
Socialist Patherland in Danger!", "Everything for the Struggle with Denikin!"”, 
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"Letter to the Workers and Peasants on the Occasion of the Victory over 
Kolchak," and others. 


V. I. Lenin bequeathed to the men of the army and navy the thought that in 
a struggle with a crafty enemy military discipline and military vigilance 
brought up to the Righest limits are necessary (see "Polnoye sobraniye 
sochineniy," Vol 39, p 55). This requirement of the leader was close and 
clear to each Red Army Man and each Red Navy Man. The fighting men and con- 
manders realized clearly that it is impossible to count on success without 
vigilance and without keeping secret the information which pertains to the 
composition, armament, and combat operations of one's troops which are being 
planned. The enemy was all around--obvious and concealed. A careless word, 
talkativeness, or the blunting of class feeling could cost dearly. The Red 
Army Men and Red Navy Men did not forget this for a minute. Along with 
other moral-political and combat qualities high revolutionary vigilance be- 
came their formidable weapon in the struggle with the foreign intervention- 
ists and White Guardists. It was one of the decisive conditions in the vic- 
tories of the Red Army on the fronts of the Civil War. 





The Great Patriotic War imposed even greater requirements for the vigilance 
of the Soviet servicemen. The personnel of the Soviet Armed Forces were the 
equal of these requirements. Dozens of operations in the Great Patriotic 
War which were conducted by our troops became classic examples of military 
art and the observance of the rules of secrecy during their preparation. To 
a great extent, high vigilance and the strict protection of military secrets 
predetermined the success of the combat operations of the Soviet Armed For- 
ces against the fascist aggressors. 


In confirmation of this, it is desirable to turn to the book of Comrade L. I. 
Brezhnev, "Malaya Zemlya." Here is how Leonid Il'ich tells about the skill- 
ful protection of military secrets in a frontline situation. "'When?' asked 
the fighting men, commanders, and political officers without adding the word 
‘attack,' because even without this what was being discussed was clear," 
writes Comrade L. I. Brezhnev. "This could be answered with only one word: 
"Soon.' The day and plan of attack were held in strictest secrecy.... A 
plan which has been discovered by the enemy, as is known, is half doomed 
ahead of time. Therefore, the strictest protection of secrets became the 
first task. We forbade any correspondence whatever connected with an opera- 
tion which had been prepared. The smallest group of people possible was in- 
volved in working it out.” 


Other examples could also be brought out on the lesson which testify to the 
high vigilance of the Soviet servicemen in the struggle with the German- 
fascist aggressors and to the ability of our fighters and commanders to 

keep military and state secrets strictly and to be true to their oath and 
regulations and their military duty to the motherland to the end. The Soviet 
people will never forget the names of General Dmitriy Mikhaylovich Karbyshev, 
Privates Yuriy Smirnov and Nikolay Fedorchenko, Seaman Yevgeniy Nikonon, and 
other loyal sons of the socialist fatherland who preferred to accept a 
martyr's death but did not betray military secrets to the Hitlerites. 
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It is important to stress that the personnel's high vigilance is linked in 
the closest manner with the constant combat readiness of the troops and naval 
forces and their ability to give a erushing rebuff to the aggressor at any 
moment. V. I. Lenin repeatedly warned the Soviet people and men of the So- 
viet Armed Forces that the danger of war remains while world capitalism 
exists. Therefore, he pointed out, “having undertaken peaceful construc- 
tion, we apply every strength to continue it without interruption. At the 
same time, comrades, be on the alert, protect the defensive capability of 
our country and our Red iy as the apple of your eye..." ("Polnoye 
sobraniye sochineniy,” Vol 44, p 300). 


The Lenin appeal--to study military affairs in a genuine manner and be in 
constant combat readiness to defeat the enemy became a practical guide to 
action fiom the first days of the Armed Forces' creation. The successful 
accomplishment of this precept of the leader of our party and the state per- 
mitted the Country of Soviets to rout the combined forces of the foreign in- 
terventionists and the White Guardists in the years of the Civil War. 


Our party devoted great attention to the further strengthening of the 
motherland's defensive might and to raising the combat readiness of the 
Armed Forces in the years of peaceful socialist construction. The technical 
rebuilding of the army and navy was accomplished successfully. This created 
favorable preconditions for the victory over fascist Germany. Under condi- 
tions of the most difficult tests of the Great Patriotic War, the regular 
army and well trained military reserves of the country proved capable not 
only of withstanding the powerful surprise strike of the Hitlerite troops, 
but also of smashing them. 


The history of the Great Patriotic War is the history of the unparalleled 
heroism and bravery of our people and their Armed Forces and of the loyalty 
of the Soviet servicemen to the Lenin precept of the necessity to maintain 
the combat readiness of the army and navy at a level which ensures the 
crushing defeat of any aggressor. In the battles for the honor, freedom, 
and independence of the socialist motherland the personnel of the Soviet 
Armed Forces spared neither blood nor life itself. More than 7 million 
Soviet servicemen were awarded orders and medals of the USSR for exploits 
on the fronts of the Great Patriotic War and for the ability to beat the 
enemy. More than 11,600 men were awarded the title of Hero of the Soviet 
Union. During the time of the « 10,900 decorations of units, ships, 
and large units of the army . . © which had distinguished themselves in 
battles with orders of the Soviet 1.0m took place. About 300 servicemen 
who displayed unparalleled braver) and courage as well as high combat 
readiness and combat ability were entered forever on the rosters of the 
troop units and ships of the Soviet Armed Forces. 


The Soviet people are sacredly preserving the memory of the remarkable mili- 
tary exploits of the men of our Armed Forces. Books have been written about 
them, songs have been written in honor of the heroes, monuments and memori- 
als have been erected, and streets have been named for them in many cities 
and villages. The mass heroism of the Soviet servicemen which was displayed 
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in the Great Patriotic War and their courage and bravery and ability to beat 
the enemy serve as a source of inspiration for the present generation of the 
motherland's defenders. 


Next, it is necessary to turn the attention of the students to the special 
urgency of the Lenin precepts for the Soviet servicemen concerning vigilance 
and combat readiness under contemporary conditions. The world situation has 
become sharply aggravated recently. As already mentioned in the introduc- 
tion, the most reactionary imperialist circles and, first of all the United 
States and NATO, are most guilty in this. The American militarists are lay- 
ing an active claim to the role of world policeman. Intensifying hostility 
toward the Soviet Union, the Washington administration is placing main re- 
liance on a further buildup of the United States’ military might. "Im- 
perialism has clearly set for itself the goal of testing the peoples’ will 
for peace," stressed Leonid Il'ich Brezhnev ina report at the June (1980) 
plenum of the CPSU Central Committee, "our good will and resolve to follow 
the road of detente and good neighborliness with you, comrades. 


"aday does not pass without Washington trying to revive the spirit of the 
‘cold war' and heat up militaristic passions. Any occasion, existing or nom 
existent, is used for this." 


The reasons for the growth in imperialism's aggressiveness are clear. It is 
the striving to hamper the st¥engthening of socialism's positions, the suc- 
cesses Of the national-liberation movement, and the growth in the influence 
of democratic and progressive forces in the world. It is the consequence 
of the aggravation of the capitalist system's general crisis and reaction to 
the deep crisis phenomena in the monetary and financial, energy, and other 
areas of life of a bourgeois society, and to the intensifying struggle of 
the working class and workers in the capitalist countries for their rights 
and interests. It is the apprehension of the leading circles of the United 
States for leadership in the capitalist world which has been noticeably 
undermined by the growth in interimperialist contradictions and the risky 
turns and errors of American foreign policy. 





The leaders of NATO, and first of all. of the United States, in trying to 
retard progressive changes in the world,are conducting a line toward inten- 
sifying the arms race, unleashing provocations against socialist and other 
independent states, making the North Atlamtic bloc more active, and expand- 
ing its functions as a weapon of imperialist dictation. The partnership of 
imperialism and Chinese hegemonism is a new and dangerous phenomenon in 
world politics. 


Creating a ramified system of multilateral and bilateral agreements of a 
military-political nature, the United States placed its troops on the terri- 
tory of 114 foreign states, including many NATO countries. For example, 
about 290,000 American soldiers and officers are located in the FRG, more 
than 22,000 in Britain, more than 12,000 in Italy, about 5,000 in Turkey, 
and 3,700 in Greece. There are 2,500 American military bases and installe- 
tions and 12,000 nuclear weapons beyond the borders of the United States. 
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waost half the tactical aviation and a large part of the ships of the U. S. 
Navy are at foreign bases. 


At the end of 1979, under pressure of the United States the leadership of 
the North Atlantic bloc adopted a decision concerning the placement in West- 
ern Europe of about 600 cruise and ballistic missiles capable of reaching 
the territory of the Soviet Union and, thereby, changing the strategic situ- 
ation in Europe in NATO's favor. In this regard, United States military 
circles do not conceal the fact that "the medium range missiles for Europe” 
will be used not for defense, but to launch the first strike against obdjec- 
tives on the territory of the Warsaw Pact countries. 





The program of accelerated military organizational development worked out by 
Washington is fraught with great danger for the fates of the world. Accord- 
ing to data in the foreign press, expenditures for it will cost the United 
States 1 trillion dollars. The five-year military program of the U. S. 
administration envisages a sharp buildup in all types of armaments--strateic 
and conventional. Thus, in fiscal years 1981-1982 3 billion dollars will be 
allocated in the United States for scientific-technical work connected with 
the development of the mobile-based MX intercontinental ballistic missile. 
Altogether, it is planned to build 200 such missiles--the biggest in the 
American nuclear potential. In the years 1981-1985 2,400 air-based cruise 
missiles and 425 land-based will be produced. It is envisioned that during 
the next five-year period 6.2 billion dollars will be appropriated to acquire 
3,600 of the latest XM-1 tanks. 


In speaking about imperialism's military preparations, it should be noted 
that they are accompanied by increasing the activity of ideological sabotage 
and the expansion of the "psychological war” against the USSR and other coun- 
tries of the socialist commonwealth. The propaganda machine of the West and 
Beijing is striving in an intensified manner to mold an absolutely distorted, 
hostile impression of Soviet foreign policy and to create a screen for its 
aggressive actions. Here, one of the main objectives of imperialism's sub- 
versive activity was and remains the Soviet Armed Forces. Our class enemies 
in the world arena would like to weaken the resolve of the Soviet servicemen 
to defend their motherland, introduce nationalistic prejudices in their con- 
sciousnesses, shake their loyalty to Lenin's precepts and boundless devotion 
to the Communist Party, and undermine the basis of our Armed Forces' combat 
readiness. But such designs are doomed to failure. 


Jnder the difficult conditions of the international situation, the CPSU Cen- 
tral Committee and the Soviet government and our entire people are display- 
ing tireless, genuinely Leninist concern for strengthening the country's 
defensive capability in every possible way and raising the combat readiness 
of the Soviet Armed Forces. The defensive might of the Soviet Armed Forces 
is restraining imperialism's aggressive aspirations and thereby helps our 
party and government to conduct a Leninist peace-loving foreign-policy line 
in the international arena and is decisively defending the state interests 
of the USSR and the fraternal socialist countries. The Communist Party, it 
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was noted at the June (1950) plenum of the CPSU Central Committee, will 
henceforth steadily continue the course of the 24th and 25th Congresses for 
the strengthening of the fraternal alliance of socialist states in every 
possible way, support of the just struggle of peoples for freedom and in- 
dependence, for peaceful coexistence, restraining the arms race, the pre- 
servation aid development of international detente, and for mutually advan- 
tageous collaboration in economic, scientific, and cultural areas. The 
plenum of the CPSU Central Committee fully approved the measures adopted to 
render comprehensive assistance to Afghanistan in the matter of repelling 
armed attacks from without whose goal is t» stifle the Afghan revolution 
and create an imperialist springboard for military aggression on the south- 
ern borders of the USSR. 


In completing the presentation of material on the first question, it should 
be noted that the immortal precepts of V. I. Lenin concerning vigilance and 
combat readiness are 4 program of action for Soviet servicemen in the matter 
of raising the defensive capability of the Soviet Armed Forces further. The 
Soviet Armed Forces have available everything necessary to give a crushing 
rebuff to any aggressor. The entire world knows that the Soviet Union 
never threatened and does not threaten anyone. As a socialist state, ageres- 
sive plans are foreign to it. "Our country needs neither political domina- 
tion in the world nor a change in the existing system in other states with 
the use of force," said member of the Politburo of the CPSU Central Commit- 
tee and Minister of Defense of the USSR, Marshal of the Soviet Union D. F. 
Ustinov. "We do not need to expand our state boundaries. But we will de- 
fend with all resoluteness what belongs to the Soviet people and was creat- 
ed by their hands. And this should be remembered by all those who love 
military adventures and all those who are fond of playing with fire!” 
2. V. I. Lenin on the Necessity for Firm Military Discipline in the Army 
and Navy 


In beginning to present the material on the second question, it is important 
to note that V. I. Lenin saw one of the main conditions for a further rise 
in the combat readiness of the Sowiet Armed Forces in the strengthening of 
military discipline in every possible way. Vladimir Il'ich considered So- 
viet military discipline as a special type of state discipline whose essence 
is determined by the socialist system and the revolutionary nature of our 
army which is standing guard over socialism's achievements. V. I. Lenin 
considered the high political consciousness of the men of the army anc navy 
as the firm basis of iron discipline and organization among the troops. 

"The Red Army," he stressed, “created unprecedentedly firm discipline on the 
basis of conscientiousness, devotion, and the selflessness of the workers 
and peasants themselves and not under the lash” ("Polnoye sobraniye 


sochineniy,” Vol 38, p 240). 


V. I. Lenin considered the strengthening of conscious military discipline to 
be a matter of tremendous state importance and called upon the men of the 
Armed Forces to execute all the laws of the Rea Army, all orders, and to 
maintain discipline in it in every possible way because of conscience and 
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not because of fear. He constantly reminded us of the strict personal re- 
sponsibility of each serviceman for the clear accomplishment of the official 
duties assigned to him. The importance of this Lenin requirement is 
expressed with all force in his words to the effect that "irresponsibility... 
is the most dangerous evil...which, in military affairs, frequently leade 
inevitably to catastrophe, chaos, panic, polyarchy, and defeat" ("Polnoye 
sobraniye sochineniy,” Vol 39, p ub). 


V. I, Lenin declared a merciless war on those who undermined order among the 
troops. He considered the strictest expedition to be one of the most impor- 
tant signs of truly revolutionary discipline and required of the servicemen 
Clarity and precision in accomplishing all orders and instructions. Here, 
it should be stressed that V. I. Lenin himself was a model of irreproachable 
disciplixe. The following example can be presented. 


One day, Vladimir Il'ich returned to his Kremlin apartment from his office 
in the Council of People's Commissars. A post had been established near the 
apartment. The man on duty at the post, a young cadet of the VTsIK [All- 
Russian Central Executive Semmittec) school, did not know V. I. Lenin by 
sight. Strictly implementing the instructions of the commandant, he demand- 
ed that Lenin show his pass. But Vladimir Il'ich had forgotten it at home. 
Obeying the sentinel's demand, he went to the commandant's office and ob- 
tained a one-time pass. Later, when the cadet learned that this was Lenin, 
he wanted to apologize to him. Listening to the cadet, Vladimir Il'ich 
said; 


"No, you have nothing to apologize for. The commandant's instruction or 
order on the Kremlin's territory is law. How could I, Chairman of the Coun- 
cil of People's Commissars, violate this law? I was wrong and you were 
right.” 


In following the Lenin precepts, the Communist Party is tirelessly concerned 
about the further strengthening of discipline in the Armed Forces. “The 
oPSU,"” it is stressed in the party program, "is doing everything so that the 
Soviet Armed Forces are a clear and coordinated organism, have a high state 
of organization and discipline, and accomplish the missions assigned them by 
the party, the government, and the people in an exemplary manner....” 


Just what is military discipline? Soviet military discipline is the strict 
and exact observance of the order and rules established by Soviet laws and 
military regulations by all servicemen. It is based upon each serviceman's 
consciousness of his military duty and personal responsibility for the de- 
fense of his motherland. 


The army and discipline--inseparable concepts. The army remains combat 
effective only as long as its ranks are united by high discipline and a com- 
mon will. It is namely discipline which transforms dozens, hundreds, and 
thousands of people into serried colleetives, multiplies their strength, and 
makes the troops coordinated and flexible, easily controllable, and combat 
effective. Subordinating themselves to the will of their commanders the 
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subunits, unite, and large units operate in @ coordinated manner and purpose 
fully and are able to overcome tremendous difficulties and attain victory 
over the enemy. Therefore, it is correct to say: “Discipline is the 

mother of victory.” 


As the rich combat experience of our Armed Forces shows, strong military 
discipline and high organization gave rise to unprecedented examples of 
bravery, steadfastness, and mass heroism among the Soviet servicemen in the 
battles for the motherland. The display of heroism based on a high level of 
organization, state of discipline, and initiative became the standard of 
behavior of the Soviet servicemen at the front. 


Next, the propagandist notes that military discipline is not only the most 
important condition for victory in battle. It is the basis of the constant 
and high combat readiness of the troops in peacetime. The daily service, 
life, and training of the men are unthinkable without it. Discipline is 
needed everywhere--in the barracks and in formation, on exercises, firings, 
and on cruises, on guard and on fatigue detail, andwhen the men leave the 
unit area on pass or leave the ship on shore leave. 


The significance of military discipline is growing immeasurably under con- 
temporary conditions. The following words of V. I. Lenin sound with special 
urgency today: "The greatest struggle and iron, military discipline are 
needed to win” ("Polnoye sobraniye sochineniy,” Vol 40, p 220). The role 
of such important indices of combat readiness of the contemporary army as 
the following has now intensified: time discipline, that is, the ability of 
the soldier, seaman, and military collective for rapid and clear actions 
which are calculated in minutes and seconds; the discipline of personal and 
collective responsibility of the servicemen for the clear accomplishment of 
combat missions; the discipline of exemplary, competent operation of conm- 
plex combat equipment and armament with the strictest observance of the 
appropriate manuals, instructions, technical rules, and standards; the 
Giscipline of combat duty which requires the exceptional straining of all 
physical and moral strength of the men. It should be stressed that Soviet 
military discipline curresponds completely to the basic transformations in 
military affairs, the nature of contemporary war, and the tasks to maintain 
the Soviet Armed Forces in constant combat readiness. 


The significance of the military regulations in strengthening military dis- 
cipline is great. The regulations of the Soviet Armed Forces are a code of 
laws for military service and one of the bases for the training and indoc- 
trination of the personnel. They set forth the requirements of the Communist 
Party and the Soviet Government for constant high combat readiness and the 
basic tenets in the combat activity of the troops and naval forces. The 
steady accomplishment of the requirements of the military regulations, in- 
structions, and orders and instructions of commanders and chiefs is the most 
important condition for ensuring the security of the motherland and the con- 
stant readiness of the personnel for the immediate derangement of the ag- 
gressive intentions of the socialist state's enemies. 
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At @ conference of supervisory command-politioal personne! of the Armed For- 
ces which took place in Muscow on 3 June 1980, it was stressed that the key 
question in strengthening military discipline is the maintenance of firm 
procedure as laid down by the regulations. The conference pointed out that 
the army should overcome instances of violation of the daily schedule, an 
irresponsible attitude toward the organization of combat and political train- 
ing, guard, fatigue, shipboard and motor-pool service, and « disrespectful 
attitude toward drill training and military ceremonies. Attention was also 
turned to the necessity to intensify the instilling of a feeling of collec- 
tiviesm and mutual assistance in battle as occurred in the period of the 
Great Patriotic War--"you die yourself but you help your comrade.” 





In completing the presentation of material on the second question, it is 
necessar, to note that to be disciplined is a duty prescribed by the regula- 
tions and, at the same time, the moral duty of the Soviet servicemen. The 
standards of behavior as set forth by the regulations are inseparably con- 
nected with the provisions of the moral code of the builder of communisn. 
The requirements of the 25th CPSU Congress concerning the moral upbringing 
of Soviet people, the formation of an active life's position, and a conscien 
tious attitude toward public duty pertain in full measure to Soviet service- 
men. 


3. Sacredly Observe V. I. Lenin's Precepts--This is the Patriotic and 
International Duty of the Soviet Servicemen 


When considering the material on the third question, it is important to note 
the the Lenin precepts and the instructions of the CPSU on the defense of the 
socialist fatherland found their reflection in Soviet laws and other state 
documents, primarily in the Soviet constitution, military regulations, and 
military oath. Military service in the ranks of the Soviet Armed Forces, 

it states in our country's basi@ lav, is the honorable obligation of Soviet 
citizens. The defense of the socialist fatherland is the sacred duty of 

each citizen of the USSR. 


The honorable nature of military service in the Soviet Armed Forces is de- 
termined by the fact that our state's armed forces are called upon to protect 
the peaceful and creative labor of Soviet people, defend the achievements of 
the Great October Socialist Revolution and the freedom and independence of 
the Soviet motherland and, together with the armies of the fraternal social- 
ist countries, ensure the security of the socialist commonwealth and be the 
reliable bulwark of universal peace. The Soviet servicemen have a deep re- 
alization of the tremendous responsibility which has been placed on them by 
the people, the party, and the government. They see the guarantee of suc- 
cessful service primarily in accomplishing in a worthy manner the Lenin 
precepts and the party's requirements concerning raising the vigilance and 
combat readiness of the Soviet Armed Forces in every possible way and the 
further strengthening of organization and discipline among the troops. They 
are studying military affairs in a genuine manner and striving for the ex- 
cellent mastery of contemporary combat equipment and weapons and to be always 
on the alert and in complete readiness for the armed defense of the freedom 
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and independence of the motherland and the cause of peace and socialism, 
They are helped to accomplish assigned missions clearly and competently by 
political consciousness, the mastery of the Lenin ideological-theoretica! 
heritage, and the lofty moral-political qualities of patriots and interna- 
tionalisuts who are convinced fighters for the triumph of communianm. 


The strength and invincibility of the Soviet serviceman is found in the 
ideological conviction of the personnel and in its combination with mili- 
tary skill and outstanding mastery of the contemporary means of armed con- 
flict. In conformance with the Leninist inetructions soldiers, seamen, 
sergeants, and petty officers are accomplishing the requirements of the 
military oath, military regulations, orders and instructions of commanders 
and chiefs, and all the rules and laws of military service because of their 
conscience rather than because of fear. They do not forget for a minute 
that firm military discipline and organization are the guarantee of high 
combat effectiveness and combat readiness of the Armed Forces. 


The propagandist calls the attention of the students to the fact that the 
combat readiness of the subunits, units, and ships presumes: the personnel's 
quality mastery of weapons and combat equipment and a high degree of field, 
sea, and aerial ability of the troops and naval forces; ideological maturi- 
ty and moral-political and psychological preparedness of the Soviet service- 
men for actions under the conditions of contemporary battle; and the con- 
stant strengthening of discipline and organization of the military collec- 
tives. Consequently, for the Soviet serviceman to be in combat readiness 
means mastering his combat specialty to perfection, being a master of mili- 
tary affairs, and being able at any minute to accomplish effectively and with 
quality the assigned mission to defend our motherland and the countries of 
the socialist commonwealth against possible attack by the imperialist aggres- 
sors and their imperialist stooges. The efforts of the soldiers, seamen, 
sergeants, and petty officers in daily training and service are directed 
namely toward this. 


The Soviet servicemen always remember that to satisfy the Lenin precepts 
@lso means observing the greatest revolutionary vigilance, keeping state 
and military secrets strictly, preventing complacency, carelessness, 

and conceit, and following intrigues of our foes vigilantly. To be on the 
alert and increase vigilance constantly--this is the command of the times 
and today’s urgent requirement. Thus, vigilance is a necessary requirement 
for each Soviet serviceman. It is manifested in the correct understanding 
of the military-political situation, in the ability to discern the enemies’ 
intrigues, and in the conscientious accomplishment of the requirements of 
the military oath, military regulations, and one's service obligations. The 
vigilance of soldiers and seamen, sergeants and petty officers consists of 
political vigilance, the ability to keep secrets which are known to them, 
and of irreconcilability to hostile ideology. The highest manifestation of 
the Soviet servicemen's vigilance is the readiness to rise up immediately 
for the defense of the motherland. 
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It is important to note that an exceptionally great role in ensuring the re- 
liable security of our country against sudden attack by the imperialist a¢- 
grescors and in maintaining the constant high combat readiness of the tron; 
belongs to combat duty. Combat duty is the accomplishment of a combat min- 
sion in peacetime. Here we have special requirements and their own strict 
laws. Tach specialist who is a member of a combat section, crew, or shit 
not only needs to know his duties firmly, but must also master contemporary 
combat equipment to perfection and be able to operate promptly, quickly, and 
smoothly in the most difficult situation. The men learn this in the course 
of strained lessons and drills and under conditions which are as close as 
possible to those of combat. 


The maintenance of the constant combat readiness of the troops and naval for- 
ces is s iso ensured by the performance of guard and duty-watch service as 
well ss fatigue details. In order to accomplish their missions cleariy, the 
men who are on detail must know well and accomplish conscientiously the re- 
quirementr of the regulations and instructions and of other regulatory docu- 
ments and display exceptional vigilance and precision in everything which 
eoncerns service. This is the guarantee of the personnel's high combat 
readin se and their ability to accomplish any assigned mission in a clear 

and timely manner. 


The men of the Soviet Armed Forces sacredly treasure V. I. Lenin's precepts. 
Theyanswer the constant concern of the party and the government for the fur- 
ther strengthening of the motherland's economic and defensive might with new 
successes in combat and political training and by intensifying vigilance to- 
ward the intrigues of the enemies of peace and socialism. High results in 
combat and political training which vere attained by the personnel of the 
Soviet Armed Forces in socialist competition for a worthy greeting for th: 
110th anniversary of the birth of Vladimir Il'ich Lenin and the 35th anni- 
versary of the Soviet people's victory in the Great Patriotic War serve as A 
brilliant mainfestation of the Soviet servicemen's loyalty to the Lenin pre- 
cept: , the ideas and policy of the Communist Party, and to their patriotic 
and international duty. A great inspiring stimulus for all personne! of the 
Armed Forces was the awarding of Lenin Certificates of Honor to many iarge 
units, units, subunits, ships, and military educational institutions as weil 
uc servicemen. Among those rewarded were the Guards Motorized Rifle Taman’ 
Division imeni M. I. Kalinin, the Guards Tank Chertovskiy Regiment imeni 
Marshal of Armored Forces M. Ye. Katukov, the antisubmarine warfare 

eruiser “Leningrad,” the artillery battalion commanded by Major A. Kovalev, 
the Leningrad Higher Military-Political Air Defense School, and many other 
subunits, units, and ships. 


In competing with the right guides of socialist competition, significant 
successes in training, service, and discipline were also attained by many 
other military collectives. However, complacency and conceit are foreign 

to the Soviet servicemen. V. I. Lenin's order serves as asa guidepost for 
them: they should not be satisfied with the ability which former experience 
developed in us but should proceed farther without fail, achieve more with- 
out fail, and move on from easier to more difficult tasks. “he heirs and 














continuers of the glorious traditions of the frontline heroes, the men of 
the eighties are filled with the resolve to accomplish the Lenin precepts 
and the missions assigned to the Soviet Armed Forces by our party with 
honor. 


The leader of the Lesson notes that intense combat training is under way a- 
mong the troops and in the fleets and that socialist competition is expand- 
ing under the slogan, "A worthy greeting for the 26th CPSU Congress!" On 
fieid Lessons and exercises, on naval cruises, and on flights the Soviet 
servicemen are operating with the full straining of strength, are bravely 
overcoming the difficulties of field and combat life, are cultivating high 
moral-political and combat qualities in themselves, are increasing vigilance 
in every possible way, and strengthening organization and discipline. It is 
desirable to present examples of the selfless behavior of the Soviet ser- 
vicemen in the course of combat training and the mastery of soldierly skill. 
Here is one of then. 


The tactical exercise of the battalion commanded by Lieutenant Colonel N. 
Zinov'yev continued for several days At this time the aerial “enemy” was 
especially active. The situation was aggravated even more because the 
“visibility” of the radars was restricted by the mountain ridges which 
squeezed the battalion's positions on two sides. And the targets appeared 
from different directions, flew at different altitudes, and employed jam- 
ming. But the men held on steadfastly and they accomplished all missions 
with a high grade. Senior Sergeant P. Bolotin, Privates V. Potseluyev, 

Vv. Krylov, and many other men especially distinguished themselves. Thanks 
to their high state of training, vigilance, discipline, self-collection, and 
resourcefulness the aerial “enemy” just could not break through to the de- 
fended objective. 


There are such examples in each subunit and unit and on each ship. It is 
desirable to tell of them in greater detail on the lesson. Here, it is im- 
portant that the propagandists dwell on how the socialist obligations are 
being accomplished in the subunit, unit, and on the ship, name the leaders 
in combat and political training and the best specialists, and call upon the 
students to equal them. In conclusion, he should stress that the interests 
of the security of our motherland and the other countries of the socialist 
commonwealth require a further raising of the Soviet Armed Forces' defensive 
might. 


The men of our Armed Forces, closely rallied around the Communist Party and 
the Soviet government, are sacredly accomplishing V. I. Lenin's precepts, 
regard their service with the high consciousness of their duty, are master- 
ing military affairs persistently, strengthening discipline in every possible 
way, and tirelessly raising the vigilance and combat readiness of the sub- 
units, units, and ships. The successful accomplishment of plans for combat 
and political training and the socialist obligations which have been assumed, 
a further growth in field, naval, and aerial ability, increasing vigilance 
and combat readiness, the strengthening of military discipline-—-this is the 
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response of the Soviet servicemen to the decisions of the June (1980) 





the concluding year of the Tenth Five-Year Plan and the year of active pre- 
parations for the 26th CPSU Congress into a year of shock work and work in 

the Lenin manner. In single formation with the men of the fraternal armies 
of the Warsaw Pact countries, the personnel of our Armed Forces are always 

on the alert and in readiness to give a crushing rebuff to any aggressor. 


It is recommended to the students that during the hours of self-study they 
study the works of V. I. Lenin, "Appeal to the Red Army" ("Polnoye 

sobraniye sochineniy,” Vol 38, pp 234-235), “Letter to the Workers and 
Peasants on the Occasion of the Victory over Kolchak" ("Polnoye sobraniye 
sochineniy,” Vol 39, pp 152, 155, 156); the Constitution (Basic Law) of the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (Chapter 5); thereport by Comrade L. I. 
Brezhnev, "Report of the CPSU Central Committee and the Next Tasks of the 
Party in the Field of Domestic and Foreign Policy" ("Materialy XXV s"yezda 
KPSS" [Materials of the 25th CPSU Congress], pp 75-76, 83); materials of the 
June (1980) plenum of the CPSU Central Committee (PRAVDA, 24 June 1980); and 
Chapter 4 of the textbook for political lessons, "V. I. Lenin o zashchite 
sotsinlisticheskogo Otechestva" [V. I. Lenin on the Defense of the Socialist 
Fatherland), (Voyenizdat, 1977). 


In the evening, the viewing of the following documentary films can be or- 
ganized; "Our First Commandment," "Loyal Sons of the People,” and "I serve 
the Soviet Union"; also the film strips "V. I. Lenin's Precepts for the 
Soviet Servicemen on Vigilance and Constant Combat Readiness" and "Vigilance 
is our Weapon.” In preparing for the lessons it is expedient to use the fol- 
lowing albums of graphic aids: "V. I. Lenin on the Defense of the Socialist 
Fatherland” (Voyenizdat, 1977) and "The 25th CPSU Congress on Strengthening 
the Defense of the USSR" (Voyenizdat, 1976). 


lt is desirable to discuss the following questions on the seminar lesson 

(in a talk): 1. What are V. I. Lenin's precepts for the Soviet servicemen 
concerning vigilance and combat readiness? 2. Why are high vigilance and 
the constant combat readiness of the Soviet Armed Forces necessary? 3. What 
did V. I. Lenin bequeath to the Soviet servicemen concerning the strengthen- 
ing of military discipline? 4. Why are the role and significance of Soviet 
military discipline raised under present conditions? 5. How is the aggres- 
sive essence of contemporary imperialism manifested? 6. What are the basic 
tasks of the men of the subunit, unit, and ship for the further raising of 
vigilance and combat readiness and the strengthening of military discipline? 


Literature for Propagandists 


V. I. Lenin. "Appeal to the Red Army,” "Polnoye sobraniye sochineniy” 
[Complete Works], Vol 38, pp 234-235. 

"Letter to the Workers and Peasants on the Occasion of the 

" "Poln-ye sobraniye sochineniy,"” Vol 39, pp 151-159. 


V. I. Lenin. 
Victory Over Kolchak, 
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V. I. Lenin. “Everything for the Struggle with Denikin!" "Polnoye sobraniye 
sochinenly,” Vol 39, pp 46, 49, 55, 56. 


"Konstituteiya (Osnovnoy Zakon) Soyuza Sovetskikh Sotelalisticheskikh Respub) J k" 
‘Constitution (Basic Law of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics]. Chapter 5. 


lL. I. Brezhnev. "Report of the CPSU Central Committee and the Next Tasks of 
the Party in the Field of Domestic and Foreign Policy." "Materialy XXV 
o"yezda KPSS" [Materials of the 25th CPSU Congress], pp 22-25, 75-78, 83. 


L. 1. Brezhnev, h at the meeting with the electors of the Baumanskiy 
electoral district of Moscow. PRAVDA, 23 February, 1980. 


L. lt. Brezhnev. Report at the plenum of the CPSU Central Committee on 73 
June 1960. PRAVDA, 24 June 1960, 


Materials of the June (1980) plenum of the CPSU Central Committee. PRAVDA, 
24 June 1980. 


D. F. Ustinov. "In the Name of the Fatherland's Might." KRASNAYA ZVEZDA, 
14 February 1980. 


"Conference of Supervisory Command-Political Personnel of the Armed Forces." 
KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL, No 14, 1980. 


COPYRIGHT: "Kommunist Vooruzhennykh Sil", 1980 
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PROCEDURES FOR HANDLING VISITORS, COMPLAINTS, AND SUGGESTIONS 


Moscow KUMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 16, Aug 80 signed to press 
5 Aug 80 pp 84-86 


[Article by Col Justice V. Korneyev: "Procedure for the Consideration of 
Suggestions, Applications, Complaints, and Reception of Visitors in the 
Armed Forces" |] 


(Text) By the Ukaze of 4 March 1980 the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of 
the USSR approved the new wording of the Ukaze of the Presidium of the Su- 
preme Soviet of the USSR of 12 April 1968, "On the procedure for the con- 
sideration of suggestions, applications, and complaints of citizens,” and 
introduced changes and additions to it which follow from the constitution of 
the USSR. 


The Ukaze gave further development to the Lenin principles concerning a sen- 
sitive and attentive attitude toward each suggestion, application, or com- 
plaint and also reflected the decisions of the CPSU Central Committee and 
the instructions of the General Secretary of the CPSU Central Committee and 
the Chairman of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR, Comrade 

L. I. Brezhnev, on improving work with the letters of workers and the recep- 
tion of the population. It notes that the turning of citizens to state and 
public organs with suggestions, applications, and complaints is an important 
means for the implementation and protection of personal rights, the streng- 
thening of the state apparatus’ ties with the population, and an essential 
source of information necessary in the solution of current and long-range 
problems of state, economic, and socio-cultural construction. It is one of 
the forms of workers' participation in management which contributes to the 
strengthening of people's control over the activity of state and public or- 
gans and in the struggle against red tape, bureaucratism, and other short- 
comings in their work. 


The procedure for servicemen to present suggestions, applications, and com- 
plaints is defined by the Interior Service Regulations and the Disciplinary 
Regulations of the Soviet Armed Forces and by instructions of the Minister 
of Defense concerning the procedure for considering letters and receiving 
visitors. 
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Workers and employees of the Soviet Armed Forces submit suggestions and ap- 
plications to those chiefs within whose direct province the solution of the 
given question belongs: complaints are submitted to the chiefs to whom the 
troop unit, institution, or official whose actions are being complained about 
is subordinate. Upon disagreement with the decision adopted on the sugges- 
tion, application, or complaint, the workers and employees have the right to 
appeal this decision to the higher chief. 


Work with letters and on the reception of visitors is one of the most im- 
portant sectors of official activity of commanders and chiefs. The timely 
and correct reaction to the suggestions, applications, and complaints of 
servicemen, members of their families, workers and employees of the Soviet 
Armed Forces, and other citizens contributesto the raising of the combat 
readiness of the Soviet Armed Forces and the strengthening of military and 
labor discipline, law and order, and legality among the troops. 





Commanders and chiefs are required to accept and within the limits of the 
rights granted them, to resolve within the established times the suggestions, 
applications, and complaints of servicemen, members of their families, and 
workers and employees of the Soviet Armed Forces and other citizens; to look 
attentively into the essence of the suggestions, applications, and com- 
plaints, in cases of necessity to demand and obtain the necessary documents, 
se.d personnel to the sites for an inspection, and adopt exhaustive measures 
for the objective, complete, and comprehensive solution of the problem; and 
to inform the applicants in writing or orally concerning the decisions 
adopted on their suggestions, applications, and complaints, and to indicate 
their reasons in cases of their refusal. 


An important duty of commanders and chiefs is the systematic analysis and 
generalization of questions which are raised during a personal reception and 
in letters and the adoption of measures to disclose and eliminate the rea- 
sons which cause substantiated compiaints of servicemen and other citizens. 
They must make more complete use of the information obtained to improve the 
state of affairs among the troops and in the fleets and to perfect the work 
style and methods to maintain combat readiness and improve the political and 
military indoctrination of the personnel. 


In consideringa complaint (suggestion, application) which has been received 
the commander (chief) becomes familiar with its content and determines if he 
is competent to resolve this complaint or whether the solution of the ques- 
tions contained in it belongswithin the competence of another organ and 
where he should send it; he also determines if it is possible to resolve the 
complaint on its merits without delay or whether a check of the facts set forth 
in it is needed. When necessary, he appoints a person who is responsible 
for the handling of the complaint (suggestion, application) and determines 
the time for execution. By resolving a complaint (suggestion, application) we 
mean making a final decision on it and providing a response to the originator 
on the essence of the questions which he has raised. 
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The commander (chief) is required to consider a letter which has been re- 
ceived within three days and if the suggestion (application, complaint) is 
adjudged correct, to adopt measures immediately to implement the suggestion 
or satisfy the request of the one who submitted the complaint (application), 
Commanders (chiefs) within whose province the solution of the questions 
raised in letters does not belong send these letters or extracts from them 
through channels or send them to the appropriate state and public organs, 
enterprises, institutions, or organizations. Here, the letters of service- 
men are sent immediately after consideration, and the letters of members of 
servicemen's families, workers and employees of the Soviet Armed Forces, and 
other citizens--no later than within a five-day period. The applicant must 
be informed of the dispatch of the letter to another organ or another offi- 
cial. It is forbidden to send complaints and statements for consideration 
by those persons whose actions are being complained about. 





Suggestions (applications, complaints) of servicemen and applications and 
complaints of members of their families are resolved: in directorates of 
districts, groups of forces, fleets, and the Ministry of Defense--within 15 
days from the date of receipt; in units and installations (institutions) -- 
without delay but no later than seven days from receipt. 


In those cases where it is necessary to conduct a special check, demand and 
obtain additional materials, and adopt other measures for the resolution of 
a suggestion, application, or complaint, the times for their resolution may 
be extended as an exception by the commander of the unit or ship (chief of 
an installation or institution), but by no more than 15 days, informing the 
author of the letter about this. 


Applications and complaints of workers and employees of the Soviet Armed 
Forces and other citizens are resolved within a period of up to one month, 
and those which do not require additional study and checking--no later than 
15 days from the day of receipt at the troop unit or installation required 
to resolve the question on its merits. When a special check is required or 
when it is necessary to demand and obtain additional materials and adopt 
other measures, the periods for resolution may be extended by the commander 
or chief or their deputies as an exception, but by no more than a month, 
which is reported to the applicants. 


Decisions on the suggestions of members of servicemen's families, workers 
and employees of the Soviet Armed Forces, and other citizens should be made 
within a period of up to one month except for those suggestions which re- 
quire additional study. This is reported to the person who introduced the 
suggestion. 


A special procedure has been established for the resolution of suggestions 
and applications of deputies of the Soviet Supreme Soviet and suggestions, 
applications, and complaints addressed to sessions of the Soviet Supreme 
Soviet. 
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Suggestions and applications of deputies of the USSR Supreme Soviet must 
be considered with the adoption of measures for their execution within a 
period of up to one month, while those which do not require study and check- 
ing must be handled without delay. The results of consideration of a sug- 
gestion and applications of deputies and the decisions adopted on them are 
reported by the commander (chief) personally to the deputy of the USSR 
Supreme Soviet. 


Commanders (chiefs) bear responsibility for the timely and correct resolutim 
of suggestions, statements, and complaints which are addressed by service- 
men and other citizens to sessions of the USSR Supreme Soviet and which 
reached these commanders (chiefs) for resolution. Commanders (chiefs) inform 
the authors and report to the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet on the 
results of the consideration of such suggestions, applications, and 
complaints. 


Letters which arrive from the editors of newspapers, journals, television, 
radio, and other mass media as well as articles and materials published in 
the press which are connected with suggestions, applications, and complaints 
are considered within the generally established times. 


In accordance with Article 56 of the Interior Service Regulations of the 
Soviet Armed Forces commanders (chiefs) are required to conduct the personal 
reception of servicemen, members of their families, workers and employees of 
the Soviet Armed Forces,and other citizens on official as well as personal 
matters at least twice a month. In exceptional cases, the reception of 
visitors can be delegated to another authorized officer who is competent to 
solve the questions touched upon. 


The reception should be conducted on the days and hours established by an 
order and, in necessary cases, in the evening. Visitors who have arrived 
from other populated places should be received on days which have not been 
set aside for reception. The time and place of the reception are brought to 
the attention of the personnel. Where possible, the place of reception is 
moved to premises for which no passes are necessary for entry. The recep- 
tion of servicemen, members of their families, workers and employees of the 
Soviet Armed Forces, and other citizens is recorded in a Visitors‘ Register. 
The decision on the application or complaint is announced to the visitor, 
entered in a book, and authenticated by the receiver's signature. If ques- 
tions are raised at a personal reception which are not within the province 
of the given troop unit or institution and which cannot be resolved by the 
one conducting the reception, the visitor is given explanations concerning 
where he shovld turn with the suggestion, application, or complaint. 


Important significance is had by monitoring the work with letters and the 
reception of visitors. In troop units and installations, an internal check 
of the status of work with letters and on the receipt of visitors should 

be performed at least once a quarter, and commissions are appointed for this. 
A certificate which is approved by the commander (chief) is drawn up on the 
results of the check. 
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and installations (except for complaints and appiications for questioning 
servicemen) are entered in a Book of Suggestions, Applications, and Vom- 
plaints on the day of their receipt. in directorates of the Soviet “inister 
f Defense the record of letters can be kept using card f Wetters and 
sorrespondence on them .and, in necessary cases, the enveioy are file 

in separate files. Each month the commander (chief) checks th: rrectne 

ff the instructions issued from the Book of Suggestions, Applications, and 
“Ampiain* 
work wW; letters needs the constant attention of political rg@ane A party 
rganizations. ‘To eliminate shortcomings in it and raise its quality, it is 
necessary to attract the forces of the community and committees and grouy 

f people's control more actively and to generalize and introauce favor- 
able exoerience widely. The Soviet Minister of Defense requires the regular 
iiscussion of problem: n the consideration of letters and the reception of 
visitors at sessions of military councils, at assemblies, conferences, anda 
meeting: nductea by commanders and political organs, and in the military 
press 
SOPYFIGHT: "“Kommunist Vooruzhennykh Sil", 196 
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KOMSOMOL CRITICISM: FOLLOW-UP REPORT 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 16, Aug 60 signed to press 
5 Aug 80 p 96 


(Article: "Follow-Up on Journal Articles" 


(Text) The article by Major V. Kalinkin, "Everything Begins with You," 
which was published in No 10 of the journal analyzed problems in the further 
strengthening of the authority of the Komsomol-servicemen, their constant 
influence on the non-Komsomol youth, and the role and place of the Komsomol 
activist in the life of the army collective. 


In particular, criticism of the Komsomol organization of the ‘th unit where 

Komsomol member V. Vasil'yew was registered was expressed on the pages of 

the Journal. The lines of his letter to the editors concerning the passivity 
of individual Komsomols and their low indices in service and combat training 

provided grounds for the reflections which were also expressed in the article. 


As the secretary of the unit's Komsomol committee, Senior Lieutenant Yu. 
Volkov, informed the editors, the journal article was discussed in the 
fomsomol organizations. Specific measures were outlined for the further 
strengthening of the Komsomols' authority and ensuring their vanguard role 
in service, combat training, and public life. 


The discussion which was conducted, it is noted in the reply, contributed to 
the strengthening of a healthy microclimate in the youth collectives and to 
improving the combet vitality of the Komsomol organizations which assist the 
unit commander and political organizations in accomplishing the tasks of 
combat and political training and military indoctrination. 


‘OPYRIGHT: "Kommunist Vooruzhennykh Sil", 194¢ 
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